BYM Interim Meeting
Minutes, June 20, 2026
Online

I2026-26 Opening.  Friends settled into worship.  Clerk Tom Webb (T-Dubbs), Young Adult Friends, read the land acknowledgement, honoring the indigenous peoples and cultures of the land we now occupy, past and present.

Tom Webb introduced himself as Clerk and Barbarie Hill, Charlottesville, serving as substitute Recording Clerk.  He invited Friends to consider serving in the role of the process observers who feel led to care more for the quality of our discernment than its substance.  Those fulfilling this role in our discernment who feel that we are losing the worshipful spirit, or that our process has failed to meet our own expectations for equity and transparency should raise a hand to be recognized.  

After reminders about the tech arrangements for the online meeting and about the guidelines for doing business in the manner of Friends, the Clerk read the Anti-Racism queries that guide our discernment.  The full Declaration can be found in the Manual of Procedure.  The Clerk urged anyone who finds themselves struggling with the choices we as a community are making as we pursue anti-racism to ask themselves: ‘Where does my disunity arise from?’  We are all progressing down this path at our own pace; sometimes we need to ask ourselves if we have faith in those forging ahead to find a path that we do not see yet.  It may be that we later find ourselves standing in the same place that we see the same way opening.

Following introductions, the Clerk announced that The Working Group on Racism has submitted a written report on the activities of various change groups around BYM.  This report is attached.

I2026-27 Search Committee Report.  Meg Meyer for the Search Committee presented the following names, which will be forwarded to Annual Session for final approval:
	Recording Clerk for Annual Sessions: Barbarie Hill
	Recording Clerk for Interim Meeting: Phil Caroom
	Supervisory Committee: Becca Haines Rosenberg; Joan Liversidge
	Nominating Committee: Ramona Buck; Donna Kolaetis

I2026-28 Nominating Committee Report.  Debbi Suddoth reported two resignations: John Smallwood, Herndon Friends, as FGC rep and Lauren Brownlee, Bethesda, from Educational Grants.

I2026-29 Naming Committee Request for Members.  The Clerk asked for volunteers to serve on the Naming Committee on a short-term basis.  

I2026-30 Youth Programs Manager Annual Staff Report.  Youth Programs Manager Genevieve Legowski presented the annual staff report.  She shared a slide show with pictures of the various youth cons and other activities throughout the year in addition to the written report, which is attached.  In response to a question about what is on the minds of our young Friends, Genevieve reported that Young Friends are working on a minute on Palestine and have formed a committee called Students Against Legalized Terrorism (SALT).

I2026-31 Treasurer’s Report on Current Financial Year.  Treasurer Terence McCormally presented the report, the balance sheet, and a list of activities through 04/30/26 (attached).  BYM currently has no long-term debt, and the Yearly Meeting remains financially strong.  Camp enrollment is about the same as last year despite the best efforts of camp staff.  Some adjustments have been made to contain costs which appear to have been successful. The Meeting received the report with thanks.

I2026-32 Draft 2027 Budget.  General Secretary Sarah Gillooly presented the budget summary, a plan of apportionment, and budget details (attached).  They outlined four goals for the budget:  1) support camping program; 2) support all other programs at similar amounts; 3) grow anti-racism and diverse leadership programming; 4) enact our values in regard to supporting our staff and our anti-racism activities.  The budget will be presented again at Annual Session for approval.  Those with further questions or concerns may contact the Stewardship and Finance Committee or the Treasurer in advance of Annual Session.

I2026-33 Development Report.  Arthur Boyd presented the Development Committee report (attached).  He encouraged Friends to give donations to the general fund so that gifts can be used where they are most needed.  The Committee has approved a gift acceptance policy, outlining the due diligence needed for specific gifts.  He also encouraged all to attend the “taboo topics” workshop at Annual Session.  The report was received with thanks.

I2026-34 Presiding Clerk’s Report.  Steph Bean presented an oral report welcoming us to attend Annual Session at Hood College.  They reminded us that agenda items are due today and written reports are due by the end of the month.  During the session, there will be a session focusing on what we are doing in the world, and those who want to participate should let Steph know.  They also called for volunteers to serve on the Epistle Committee during Annual Sessions.  This is Steph’s last report to Interim Meeting as Presiding Clerk.

I2026-35 Travel Minute for Patti Nesbitt.  A request for BYM endorsement of a travel minute from Sandy Spring Meeting for Patti Nesbitt was approved.  The minute and a summary of Patti’s recent ministry related to aging and dying Friends is attached.  Several Friends expressed appreciation for Patti’s ministry and for the process of renewing travel minutes to remind ourselves of the work being done.

I2026-36 Travel Minute for Stuart Greene.  A travel minute for Stuart Greene which was approved at the March Interim Meeting has been signed and things are moving ahead.  The minute is attached.

I2026-37 Naming Committee Reprise.  The Clerk again asked for volunteers for the Naming Committee.  Betsy Towbin volunteered but requested that someone else step up to do the organizational work.








Tom Webb (T-Dubbs), Clerk				Barbarie Hill, Acting Recording Clerk


