2024-August Annual Report 
BYM Youth Programs Committee

The Youth Program Committee is charged with supporting the Yearly Meetings programs for middle and high school aged youth. We work with the Youth Program Manager, Lexi “Sunshine” Klein and the JYF assistant, Ana Phillips to ensure that youth conferences have Friendly Adult Mentors (FAMs) available, that logistic and safety concerns are addressed and that our Youth have the opportunity to experience supportive Quaker Fellowship throughout the year. 

Every year, BYM Youth Programs offer opportunities for youth to meet for weekend gatherings in a spirit of caring, trust and love. Junior Young Friends (ages 11-14) and Young Friends (ages 14-18) attend workshops, play games, follow a Quaker business process and build community as they gather in meetinghouses all over our yearly meeting throughout the school year.
In the 23-24 school year, we held 9 conferences at Goose Creek, Catoctin, Adelphi, Sandy Spring, State College, Monongalia, Alexandria, Patuxent and Herndon.

For Young Friends (YF) the average attendance was 17, down by 2 from last school year.

For Junior Young Friends (JYF) the average attendance was 12, up by 4 from last school year.

We had 121 participants total over the year with 42 distinct participants.

We had YFs and JYFs come from the following meetings/communities: Adelphi, Bethesda, Catoctin, FMW, Frederick, Goose Creek, Gunpowder, Herndon, Homewood, Maury River, Opequon, Sandy Spring, Sandy Spring Friends School, Shiloh, Stony Run and Teen adventure. While most of our attendants come from Quaker Meetings, schools or camps – this is not a requirement for participation. If you have young people in your life or your Meeting – consider this an invitation to talk to them about BYM Youth Programs and consider how you can help them take part. 
It would not be possible to host these conferences without the support of other adults in the BYM community. Friendly Adult Mentors (FAMs) are essential to helping create safe and loving spaces for our young people to work, plan, and grow together.  JYF conferences are structured by the Adults – the Youth Program Manager and the JYF assistant plan and create the programming for those conferences in consultation with the participants. The YF conferences practice self-governance. They have a Nuts and Bolts committee that plans their conferences with the support of the Youth Programs Manager. This Committee also deals with issues that arise in their community. 
For the past school year, we had 23 FAMs total over the year with 11 distinct FAMs volunteering

    We are grateful for the support of :


Dave French served 7 times


Becka Haines Rosenberg served 4 times


Chip Train served 3 times


Dylan Phillips served 2 times.

Like many other BYM programs, our pool of volunteers is shrinking. One of the tasks of the Youth Programs Committee is to offer more FAM trainings and figure out ways for more adults to plug in and support our programming. We are grateful for those adults who have steadfastly volunteered over this past year.
Our committee is also supported by the volunteers who serve on the Youth Program Committee. We strive to meet 4 times a year and continue to discuss how to sustain and support our current youth programming and possible future endeavors. We welcome your support and feel free to contact us or the nominating committee if you would like to join us.
Respectfully submitted,

Carol Seddon

Co clerk – Youth Programs Committee

