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I2026-21 Opening.  Friends settled into worship.  Clerk Tom Webb, Young Adult Friends, read the land acknowledgement, honoring the indigenous peoples and cultures of the land we now occupy, past and present.  

Tom Webb introduced himself as clerk, and Steph Bean, Adelphi, serving as substitute recording clerk.  He shared an orientation to the technical elements of our meeting today.  He invited Friends to consider serving in the role of the process observers who look for patterns of white supremacist culture that may be manifested in what we do and say, to help us stay true to our commitment to being an anti-racist faith community.  He spoke of the attention to the spirit in which we conduct our business and reminded us of our shared Meeting expectations.

Tom Webb read the Anti-Racism queries that will guide our discernment today.  The full Declaration found in the Manual of Procedure.


I2026-22 Nominating Committee: BYM Quaker Camps LLC Board.  Debbi Sudduth, Goose Creek, read the names of those being proposed as Board members and shared a brief overview of the process that the Camp Governance Study Group and Nominating Committee undertook to find and recommend names.

Proposed Appointments to BYM Camp Board of Directors

Al Best, Richmond Friends Meeting
Lauren Brownlee, Bethesda Friends Meeting
Dan Gillespie, Haverford Meeting affiliation
Rebecca Gibian, BYM camp affiliation
Laura Miyoshi, camp management experience
Catherine Nnoka, FMW
Elizabeth (Betsy) Roush, Sandy Spring Friends Meeting
Matt Shinkman, Herndon Friends Meeting
Josh Riley, Hopewell Center Friends Meeting

Friends asked about skill coverage and how the Board will be able to add people for additional needed skills and how they will be naming their Clerk. Members of the Camp Governance Study group answered questions about the first steps of the new board orientation.

Friends APPROVED the second reading of nominations for the first board of directors for BYM Quaker Camps, LLC.

I2026-23 Communication from SAYMA member.  The Clerk read a letter about a sharing during last Interim Meeting that was sent to Clerks from a Friend in SAYMA (Southern Appalachian YM & Association). It requested that a message spoken during Interim Meeting be appended to the minutes of that meeting.  The Clerk shared that we moved it forward to this meeting as the previous minutes had already been approved. It is attached in full below.

I2026-24 Naming Committee.  Clerk Tom Webb shared the ongoing request for volunteers to serve on the Naming Committee, which will be brought back to Interim Meeting in June. Please reach out to the Clerk or Gloria Victor-Dorr, who served previously in this role, if you have questions or feel led to serve.

I2026-25 Closing. The meeting concluded at about 11:30 am after a period of open worship.


Attachment I2026-23: Letter and request from SAYMA Friend

Dear Deborah Haines, Recording Clerk, Baltimore Yearly Meeting,  

This is Daryl Bergquist from Royal, Alabama.  I am a member of the Birmingham, Alabama, Friends Meeting and the Southern Appalachian Yearly Meeting and Association (SAYMA).  I serve on SAYMA’s Racial Conflict Transformation Team.  

During BYM Interim Meeting last Saturday, I spoke, sharing my concern about the narratives floating around the Quaker world that blame Friend(s) of Color for conflict in SAYMA.  I asked that Friends not pass on hurtful rumors, rather to talk with the Friends involved if they are concerned, and to question those sharing rumors.    

I was concerned no one volunteered to be a noticer during Interim Meeting.  A noticer might have recommended in the face of the meeting, the recording in the minutes, of my anti-racist request.
   
While talking with Stuart Green after SAYMA’s Wednesday Morning Worship this week, I told Stuart that I was disappointed that the request I made was not recorded in the Interim Meeting minutes.  

During the recent BYM Ministry and Pastoral Care Committee, Stuart relayed what I had said in the Interim Meeting. As a result, Stuart tells me that Barbara Thomas suggested that I write to you so that the minutes might be amended.  

Please attach this letter to the Interim Meeting minutes.  

In the Spirit of Love and Justice,


Daryl Bergquist
NABCEP Certified PV Installation Professional
Earth Steward Solar Consulting
442 Red Maple Road
Blountsville, AL 35031
205 446-5411 cell
EarthStewardSolar@icloud.com

