End of Life Working Group
Annual report – 2026

The ministry offered through our book, A Tender Time: Quaker Voices on the End of Life, continues to touch many readers in both our Meetings and those of many other Yearly Meetings.  We know of several Meetings in our yearly meeting, New England YM, New York YM, Philadelphia YM, and Pendle Hill are including the book in their ministries. 

The book is a resource for both individual Friends and Meetings that speaks to many.  Readers from other faith traditions have similarly remarked how valuable it has been for them.  We know that it has been well received among Friends in several other countries. To quote a Friend from PYM, the book’s impact “is immense.”

Over 1800 copies of A Tender Time have now been distributed. The digital version of A Tender Time became available in May 2025, enabling further sales and distribution.  We have heard requests for an audio version which the book’s coauthors are considering. 

The rate of distribution of books has necessitated the need for a second printing this year before the summer demand. BYM received another grant from the Friends Foundation for the Aging that made it possible to secure another 2000 copies.

The working group itself continues to be dormant.  This year, we again considered laying it down, and decided to let it take another fallow year.  The individuals involved in the past are themselves aging though continue to offer ministry within their own local communities. To date, there has not been another Friend led to clerk the working group. Our former clerk and co-author of A Tender Time, Patti Nesbitt, follows her leading to travel in this ministry both locally and beyond. She has a travel minute from Sandy Spring Friends that has been endorsed by BYM.

At Annual Sessions 2025, a workshop focused on encouraging faithfulness at the end of life, using many of the book’s resources and inviting additional Friends to pick up this ministry in their own meetings.

Annual Sessions 2026 will include a workshop in collaboration with the Development Committee focused on estate planning and charitable giving as an expression of stewardship at the end of life. 

We trust that Spirit will guide us when the working group needs to become more active.  Meanwhile, our book carries our ministry on.

Patti Nesbitt, former clerk
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