BYM Peace and Social Concerns Committee
Annual Report (2025–2026)
The Peace and Social Concerns Committee (PSCC) of Baltimore Yearly Meeting continued its work this year grounded in worship, discernment, and a shared commitment to Quaker testimonies of peace, justice, and equality.  Throughout the year, our meetings were guided by queries that challenged us to examine how Spirit calls us to respond to injustice and racism, deepen our faithfulness, and live in collective action.

This year continued to challenge us as a committee—personally, nationally, and globally. Several members have faced health concerns, either themselves or while caring for loved ones. One member resigned because he will be moving to New Jersey to better support and care for his wife. At the same time, we have been blessed by the participation of two Friends who plan to join the committee officially at Annual Session. Every member made meaningful contributions to our deliberations and decisions, as did the clerks of our Working Groups. 

Deepening Connection with Monthly Meetings
A central focus this year has been strengthening relationships with Monthly Meetings across BYM. Committee members engaged in outreach through conversations via telephone or Zoom, visits, and correspondence with a wide range of meetings.
These efforts revealed several important themes:
· Many Meetings are actively engaged in local concerns, particularly addressing poverty, hunger, and marginalization.
· There is strong interest in learning from one another and sharing effective practices for peace and social justice work.
· Some Meetings lack formal peace and social concerns committees but continue to engage in this work as a whole.
· Levels of engagement with broader Quaker initiatives, such as the Apartheid Free Communities initiative and genocide discernment, vary widely.
We also encountered challenges, including difficulty reaching some Meetings.  In response, we are working on updating the list of Monthly Meeting Peace and Social Concerns committee clerks and contacts. 

Supporting Spirit-Led Witness
The Committee supported several key initiatives that reflect Friends’ concern for justice and faithful witness:
· Shepherdstown Monthly Meeting Minute on Harms Caused by Our Current Government:
We approved forwarding this minute to Interim Meeting, commending it as a Spirit-led expression for discernment. The minute has also been shared widely with Monthly Meetings and other organizations, with an invitation for endorsement and local action. It has prompted meaningful reflection on faithful response in a time of heightened political and social tension.
· Apartheid Free Communities (AFSC):
We continued encouraging Meetings to engage with and consider endorsing the AFSC initiative, and coordinated with partners to support wider understanding and participation.
· War and Militarism Concerns:
The Committee supported efforts to respond to the impending expiration of the New START Treaty, including a draft public letter and exploration of broader faith-based collaboration. We also encouraged engagement with national Quaker advocacy through FCNL and other partners.

Building Community and Shared Learning
Planning for Networking Day 2026 was a major collaborative effort. On March 14th, 2026, this gathering: 
· Provided space for connection and mutual support among Friends
· Highlighted ongoing work through workshops on key issues, including militarism, immigrant rights, and the role of Friends in responding to current social conditions
· Encouraged Spirit-led action and shared learning across Meetings

Spiritual Grounding
Our work has been sustained by regular worship, personal sharing, and attention to the spiritual condition of the Committee. We continue to reflect on queries such as:
· How our actions align with our deepest beliefs
· How we support one another in following leadings
· What faithful non-cooperation with injustice looks like in our communities
A Spiritual State of the Committee report was submitted to BYM Ministry and Pastoral Care Committee, guided by these reflections.

Organizational Matters
The Committee reviewed its financial needs and approved a request for an increased budget to support expanded programming and outreach.
We also identified priorities for strengthening the Committee’s composition, including the recruitment of younger Friends, Friends of color, and those from rural Meetings, to better reflect the diversity of BYM.

Looking Ahead
In the coming year, the Committee aims to:
· Expand opportunities for connection, learning and collaboration with and among Monthly Meetings
· Support the sharing of concrete, manageable actions that Meetings can take on collectively
· Continue lifting up Spirit-led responses to injustice in our communities and beyond

Grounded in worship and guided by the Light, we seek to remain faithful in carrying forward the work we are called to do.

Committee Members 
Doug Vaughn (Stony Run) Clerk
Annette Breiling (Frederick) Assistant Clerk
Barbara Bezdek (Homewood) Recording Clerk*
Phil Caroom (Annapolis)*
Suzanne O’Hatnick (Stony Run)
Louisa Davis (Adelphi)# 
Walter Brown (Langley Hill)
Dat Du Thinh (Frederick)#
Michael Beer (FMW)
Kris Loken (Shepherds/Adelphi)
Leslie Sussan (Bethesda)

Volunteer Participants 
Helen Doerr (Shepherds.)
Erinn Mansour (Patapsco)

*Denotes individuals whose term is ending this year.
# Denotes individuals who have resigned. 

BYMPIPJ Palestinian-Israeli Peace and Justice Working Group (PIPJ) 
Annual Report—Written by Laurie Gagne
May 2026
          
          Our focus, in the past year, has been educating member Meetings of BYM about the need for a just peace in Israel/Palestine and promoting their adoption of the AFSC Apartheid-Free Communities Pledge and the International Quaker statement against Genocide. 
          At Annual Sessions, Steve Chase, author of Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions? A Quaker Zionist Re-thinks Palestinian Rights, gave two workshops in partnership with AFSC that were sponsored by PIPJ. In addition, we showed the film, No Other Land. Steve has also presented at many Meetings on Israel/Palestine. In March, Louisa Davis and Kris Loken, along with Andrea Norouzi and Annette Breiling,  hosted Alison Tanner, national staff person for the Apartheid-Free Communities Coalition who spoke in Baltimore, Frederick, and Sandy Spring Meetings. On Networking Day in March, Laurie Gagne gave a workshop on Becoming an Apartheid Free Community and led a lunchtime follow-up discussion. At the upcoming Annual Sessions, Steve Chase will be presenting two new workshops on Israel/Palestine and we will show the film, Israelism. 
        At Interim Meeting this spring, we formally asked BYM to endorse both the Pledge and the statement against genocide. To date there are six meetings in the BYM which have signed the Pledge and are now members of the Apartheid-Free Communities Coalition: Adelphi, Annapolis, Bethesda, Frederick, Friends Meeting of Washington, and State College Friends Meeting. Our goal is to have BYM and all of its meetings take the pledge by the time the 2026 annual session comes around. Several meetings have adopted the Quaker Statement against Genocide. 
          PIPJ has also supported actions organized by other Palestine advocacy groups, such as Christians4Ceasefire and Just Peace, the Maryland Break the Bonds campaign, Quaker Sumud and Jewish Voices for Peace. Through the efforts of Annette Breiling, we support an olive oil ministry. 

PIPJ Membership:
Najla Drooby, Bethesda, (Clerk); Andrea Norouzi, Frederick; Annette Breiling, Frederick; Barbara Bezdek, Homewood; Doug Vaughn, Stoney Run; Kristin Loken, Adelphi & Shepherdstown; Louisa Davis, Adelphi; Laurie Gagne, Adelphi; Phil Caroom, Annapolis; Sally Andrews Gudas; Stan Becker, Homewood; Steve Chase, Friends Meeting of Washington    

BYM Working Group on War and Militarism
During the past year, the WG watched with horror as the last arms control agreement (New Start) was allowed to expire despite unrequited overtures from Russia to at least maintain compliance with its numerical limits on nuclear weapons.  The Working Group collaborated with FCNL, as well as allies (e.g, Back from the Brink, Win without War, Arms Control Assn), in lobbying efforts to get Congress to intervene on this as well as “no first use” and the ballooning nuclear budget – without achieving Congressional action but with some benefits in educating and growing relationships with our representatives. The WG also presented a well-received workshop for BYM Friends on nuclear weapons at BYM PSCC’s Networking Day in the Spring.
Our goals include increasing outreach to meetings within BYM and encouraging more awareness and participation by younger Friends around the escalating risk of nuclear catastrophe.

