Annual Report 2026 
BYM’s Reparations Action Working Group (RAWG)
Overview of our work and ministry
In the past year, some of the work of the Reparations Action Working Group (RAWG) was work that we did not plan – but that we were ready to take on when opportunities arose.  Other work continued initiatives that we have been working on for a while. This year, we made new connections to a wider number of reparative, Black-led, organizations as well as Quaker meetings, have served as Friends witness in the wider world of reparations work, have helped make known the work of other Friends, took substantial steps towards founding a reparations fund, and have served BYM when repair was needed in our own business meetings. RAWG is under the care of the Ministry and Pastoral Care Committee. 
Initiatives and activities within BYM
Workshop at Annual Session 2025 – Friends gathered for a hybrid workshop that highlighted the work happening in two monthly meetings within BYM, Sandy Spring and Dunnings Creek, as well as the work of an organization started by Friends in Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, reparationWorks, to bring repair in Philadelphia.  News of the reparations fund, described below, and news of other reparations work was also shared. Please take a look at the good work that is happening among us:   Sandy Spring Friends Meeting:  https://www.sandyspring.org/reparations, Dunnings Creek’s speaker series that brings together Black and White communities in Bedford County, Pa:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6fVzI9mgZPcDNX54NBQODw, and reparationWorks:  https://www.reparation.works.org.
Workshops to promote repair among Friends:  RAWG was called on to create a plan to respond to a hurtful event during an Interim Meeting in which African American Friends directly experienced harmful words and actions. We sponsored three online workshops,  two led by Lauren Brownlee (Bethesda), “The Practice of Noticing Patterns of Racial Wounding and Racial Justice– While We do Business as Friends,” which was held in December on short notice, and another in June in honor of Juneteenth. The other workshop was led by Jade Eaton and Michael Levi (Adelphi) on clerking, called “Quaker Shenanigans: White Supremacy Culture in Business Meeting .” The purpose of both workshops was to raise Friends’awareness of their own and other’s behavior, so we all  can stop harming one another and more importantly, build liberatory and loving practices that truly speak of Friends values and testimonies. The three workshops were well-attended and much appreciated, and another workshop on “Noticing Patterns of Racial Harm and Racial Justice “ will be held atAnnual Session. 
Financial Contributions.  RAWG shared our financial resources by making contributions to two reparations organizations, one addressing harms within the Quaker community of the past, and the other to a community organization. RAWG asks all Friends in BYM to take time to get to know their important work and see how you can support their work, too.  They are: 
Friends organization:  The 339 Manumissions and Beyond Project, founded by Avis Wanda McClinton of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting - https://friendsfiduciary.org/339-manumissions-beyond-project/.  Please note:  the founder and two board members of this organization will present a workshop at Annual Session this year (2026).
Community Organization: The National Black Cultural Information Trust (NCBI Trust), based in Prince George’s County, Maryland protects and promotes Black historical information.  -Find more information on their website at https://nbcit.org/ 
Addressing Harms Committed by Friends 
Creating a Friends fund for reparations.  For several years, we have sought a way to start a fund for reparations, and this year plans were developed.  For over a year, a committed, primarily African American and Indigenous group of Friends have met to discuss the goals and logistics of such a fund.  The group has discerned that the purpose of the fund would be to offer reparations to Indigenous and African American people for harms committed or participated in by  Friends. Meetings to plan the fund were clerked and otherwise supported by RAWG members.  The fund will exist as an independent non-profit organization, with RAWG as one possible a source of support.  A significant amount of money has already been pledged for  the fund, once it is established. There is much more to be learned and discerned about how historical harms can be addressed as the work of this fund progresses.
Sandy Spring Friends Meeting creates important public statements.  A member of RAWG  has been part of the Reparations Working Group at SSFM.This year the Meeting approved statements that the Working Group has been working on for some time.  One involves acknowledges the Meeting’s connection to chattel slavery, and another acknowledges its?  relationship with local Indigenous peoples.  As mentioned above, please visit the Reparations Working Group webpage on the SSFM website for more intformation:  https://www.sandyspring.org/reparations

Being a Quaker Presence in reparations work in the wider world
Supporting Rev. Dr. Robert Turner’s monthly 40 miles for 40 acres walks for reparations.  
Rev.  Dr. Robert Turner, pastor of the AME Empowerment Temple in Baltimore, MD, has been walking 40 miles - in one day - each month for several years to bear witness to the need for reparations for African Americans and others in the U.S. at all levels of society. He walked from Baltimore to the White House in Washington, DC 40 times (42.9 miles!).  We got to know Rev. Turner during this time, and several RAWG members joined Rev. Turner in these walks.  Early in 2026, Rev. Turner felt led to take his #40miles for 40 acres walk to all 50 states in the US.  
Setting up walks in new locations with all new organizations and churches is now the goal, and RAWG members have been an active part of planning and facilitating the first five walks. This work has given us the opportunity to learn the specific history of African Americans in each state, and to build relationships with people working for reparations.  We have made many new connections with Friends Meetings, other faith groups and community organizations.  
We do this work as a public witness as Friends. We feel in solidarity with our spiritual ancestors who worked for the abolition of slavery and the safe escape from slavery that freedom seekers required, putting the needs of freedom seekers before their own.  As we learn more about Black history through these walks, we find the many ways that Quakers made important contributions.  We want to do our part in this history of supporting people seeking a life that repairs the past, and brings us all equality and justice and safety. 
Supporting Tony Cohen’s #FreedomWalk2026, a 750 mile walk to Canada. Historian Tony Cohen for the second time walked one of the main routes that Harriet Tubman walked to bring enslaved people to freedom.  He started the walk in Sandy Spring, Maryland and has been walking tto Toronto, Canada. Thirty years ago, Tony figured out this route by reading historical documents, and this year wanted to walk this route again.  The purpose of the journey is to “draw upon the legacy and achievements of previous generations to galvanize modern activists to work toward truth-telling and transformation” in a time when the history of the Underground Railroad and other parts of Black history are being taken out of the public view and out of educational institutions.  On this walk, a statue of Hariett Tubman was transported by a truck and taken to its destination in Niagara Falls, Canada.  
RAWG members helped organize parts of this long walk, working with a wide range of Friends Meetings, Black and white churches, and other faith and community organizations in the Eastern US and Canada. Members of Sandy Spring Meeting helped to launch the walk, and Stony Run and Homewood Meetings in Baltimore offered hospitality for the first days of the walk. Friends generously took on other roles as well.
For those who may remember, Tony Cohen led a role play of the Underground Railroad 30 years ago at BYM’s Annual Session, just after he made his first walk to Canada. It was a rich experience for those who took part in the role play.  
We do this work as a public witness  as Friends. We feel in solidarity with our spiritual ancestors who worked for the abolition of slavery and the safe escape from slavery that freedom seekers required, putting the needs of freedom seekers before their own.  As we learn more about Black history through these walks, we find the many ways that Quakers made important contributions.  And we want to do our part in this history of supporting people seeking a life that of seek repair of the past, and brings us all to equality and justice and safety. 
Supporting one another as we work for reparations
For all of the above work, RAWG members meet monthly, and seek to support one another as we find our individual paths and our path together in working for reparations.  We continually learn more about reparations, and share what we learn with one another.  We also seek to shape our thinking so that we are truly following a path of repair, and not recreating the patterns of our deeply unequal society. We find our work requires ongoing discernment, which brings us closer to the Spirit.  We have a sense of rightness about the work we are doing:  Friends in the past worked for liberatory movements, and we are continuing that work now.  For us, reparations, at the national, institutional, family, and places-of-worship levels, all need work so that we can live in right relationship with each other and with the Spirit.  We long to have more Friends in BYM understand our work, learn about it, and join us.  
Another workshop on “The Practice of Noticing Patterns of Racial Wounding and Racial “ will be held at the upcoming Annual Session.
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