Report to BYM Annual Session 2026
BYM Advancement and Outreach Committee
Members:   Steve Morse (co-Clerk), Jim Citro (co-Clerk), Maggie Detar-Lavallee, Juliana McCarthy. We note that Erinn Mansour and Madeline Mirasol began the year as members, but both resigned around the start of the new year.  We now have only four active members.
This report covers the period from July 2025  through  June 2026.
1.  It was decided early-on to increase the focus of the committee on “the leading of the Spirit.”  A major part of that change in emphasis has been increased time during our meeting for worshipful silence and to share any leadings that may arise from that period of silent worship.  Some fine-tuning was needed to make sure that we have enough time after worship to deal with all the items on the agenda.
2.  This August marks the fourth full year for Jesus' Friends.  Our goal is to provide opportunities for Friends to express their faith using Christian and Biblical language.  A calendar of events is published each month, and includes dates and contact information for such activities as worship sharing, Bible Study,  discussion groups, and meetings for worship.  The committee encouraged Jesus’ Friends to be more active in publicizing the monthly worship sharing opportunity, using both the Events Calendar on the BYM website and the BYM weekly newsletter.
3.  A workshop on “Spirit-led Outreach” was presented at Annual Session by Jim Citro.  It was well-attended and well-received.
4.  Our committee holds the BYM working group on Welcoming Trans and Non-binary Friends under its care. That working group has been active, and will be submitting its own report.  Jim Webner is the new Clerk of that working group.
5.  We support the Susan Turner Thompson Quaker Education Fund (STTQEF) by appointing a representative each year.  This year, Juliana McCarthy was the A&O representative.
6.  An on-going effort has been made to review and up-grade the A&O portion of the BYM website. Independent of A&O, BYM Administration has been making its own up-grades and improvements to the full BYM website.  When we lost two members, the A&O committee was in unity that it was time to lay down this effort, at least for the time being.  A major difficulty is that the committee does not have the technical expertise to implement the needed changes.
7.  In October 2025, a few members of the A&O Committee felt led to begin a discussion about conducting surveys within the monthly meetings of BYM. 
We are interested in getting to know our fellow members of BYM and in gathering good ideas of how meetings function and what they are doing, in order to share this information.
We began meeting monthly and have focused primarily on the practicalities of how to gather the information and what information we seek.  To this end we are planning a pilot survey to 3 meetings asking two questions.  We plan to implement this trial run in June or early July.
8.  We held a Spring Retreat by Zoom in late April.  It was a relaxed, unhurried time to get to know one another better and to begin looking forward to the annual session and the coming year.
Respectfully submitted:      Steve Morse and Jim Citro, co-Clerks                                 June, 2026


