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SPIRITUAL STATE OF BALTIMORE YEARLY MEETING

To experience our “oneness”, to deepen it and to describe it to others as in our
Spiritual State of the Meeting Reports, our Meetings turn instinctively to our First
Day worship. One Meeting intentionally speaks of nothing else. Feeling up-
stream towards that spring “where words come from”* is our liturgical gesture,
our visible sign of identity. Some describe plunging upstream towards that
source with athletic earnestness and techniques, while others speak of “medita-
tive fly-fishing” in less stirring waters, but the heading of this first motion stays
constant.

Our desires for oneness extend way downstream to the point where waters slow
and diverge. Large Meetings worry that their size and growth will make it too
hard to know one another in things temporal and personal as well as in things
eternal, while small Meetings rejoice in their intimacy and gingerly probe the
strength of the bonds spanning differences. Several Meetings have sought the
words to express their shared beliefs and even to post them at the Meeting
House. Meetings tauten and strain as individuals or groups within them give
names to that spring. Our communications are rich mines for metaphors like
journeys, prisms, rainbows, trees with roots, vines with branches or even waters
to verbally tie together the disparate. Tolerance emerges as a kind of bench-
mark in Reports, with some Meetings satisfied to attain it and others impatient to
go beyond it. Many Meetings continue to address both formally and informally
the concerns about Friends’ identity and the meaning of membership so present
in the 1996-1997 Reports and opened at the beginning of last year’s sessions.

Our desires for oneness do extend beyond the Monthly Meeting to the Yearly
Meeting. Thirty-three Monthly Meetings, two Preparative Meetings and two
Worship Groups as well as one Quarter responded to this year’s request for
Reports. They reflect great generosity of spirit, as we offer mirrors for one
another in our shared life and, even recipes for different ways to organize the
process. Meetings report thankfulness for this experience of discernment and
graciously accept the badgering to submit them as an expression of love and
care. At very least, Meetings experience this discernment of our spiritual states
as a kind of perfunctory thank-you note or letter home. Often Meetings experi-
ence this process as a useful spiritual or devotional exercise offered to them for
their own use and edification. The ever increasing queries, appeals, and offers
from Yearly Meeting would seem a kind of product offered to autonomous cli-
ents in the “spiritual” market by a service provider or potentially even by a
server. Harder to discern is the consciousness that for the rest of the world our
shared spiritual state and the relationships among ourselves as Friends are the
fundamental testimony which serves as guarantor for all the other testimonies.
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