
BYM MINISTRY AND PASTORAL CARE REPORT
7/28/2025–7/27/2026

Committee Members: Peirce Hammond and Barbara Thomas (co-clerks), Paul Isyai, Otis Kenny, Darcy Lane, Karen Lockett, Martin Melville, Kevin Douglas Olive, Amit Panyda, Kristin Zimet.

Mission/Purpose 
M&PC Committee is concerned with deepening the spiritual life of Baltimore Yearly Meeting and of its constituent Monthly Meetings.  The committee carries an active concern for calling forth and nurturing the gifts of the Spirit of the Yearly Meeting.  Members encourage and support Monthly Meetings as they recognize, publicly affirm, and practically support individuals who exercise their gifts in faithful ministry and service. They provide programs, retreats, and workshops, both at Annual Session and throughout the year. 


Major Initiatives
Annual Sessions 2025 & 26—M&PC is responsible for several functions:
Development of Queries in accordance with the theme to guide Worship Sharing.  
2025 Theme: “Guided by Spirit; Living our Faith in a Challenging World.” The queries were:
    “As you take in this week’s experiences of our Beloved Community, how are you living in the power and life of the spirit?” 
    “How can we endure that our minds and passions do not outrun the guidance of the Spirit?”
    “What are our individual clues that our actions are guided by our ego and not the Spirit?”
    “What corporate practices do we need to strengthen to ensure that our actions are anchored in the Spirit?”

2026 Theme: “Living in Harmony with the Earth and Each Other,” The queries will be: 
Wed: Do I see a connection between caring for humans and caring for Earth?  If I say no to such connection, what happens? If I say yes, what happens?
Thurs: What walls lie between me and other people? Between me and Earth? Do I want to change that? 
Fri: When I consider the condition of the world, what emotions arise in me -- guilt/ joy/ something else? Are they helpful? 
Sat: What does Spirit want me to do in response to the condition of the world? What locks or unlocks my power as an agent of Spirit?  What new ways of living with the earth and with others will I take home?

2. Pre-session Retreat —Monday afternoon through Tuesday morning, led by BYM’s Friends Supporting Friends.

3. Morning Worship Hour—8:15 W, Th, F, Sat.
   Bible Study led by Jackson Napier, a recent Earlham seminary graduate
   Experiment with Light led by Susan Russell Walters
   Sacred Chant Workshop led by Ruth Fitz
   Worship Sharing led by Meg Meyer

4. Prayerful Presences: Friends holding Meetings for Business and Plenaries in Light throughout the week.

5. Connecting Local Meetings Workshop—a poor showing beyond out own committee members.  May not repeat next year.

6. Memorial Meeting—Saturday late morning, led by Ken Stockbridge with planning assistance from M&PC

7. Programmed Worship, on Saturday evening, led by Pastors Gilbert Imbayi and Ronald Moyia from Friends Church of Baltimore.

Spiritual State of the Meeting Report
M&PC develops queries and circulates them to local Meetings and BYM committees. A note goes out in November to Local Meeting clerks and BYM Committee Clerks; responses are due by April; BYM-wide report is generated by early July.  
Queries for 2025 were:  
1.  What do I mean by Spirit/spiritual? Do others in my Meeting mean something else? How do we react to that diversity? 
2.    Does my manner of living flow from my deepest beliefs? Do my Meeting’s actions accord with its deepest shared beliefs?
3.   Have we helped each other recognize and follow leadings? Have we connected and grown in Spirit as a community?
4.  Have we helped one another tenderly, in body and spirit? Are any needs within the meeting going unanswered? 
5.  Has Spirit led us to take social action as a whole community? Am I / are we satisfied with what we are doing together in the world? What do we long to do?

Coffee Hours
Our occasional coffee hours on zoom result from an effort to reach out to BYM Monthly Meeting members on spiritual seeking and community concerns.  We develop queries to guide the sharing, which then guides us.
October 30: Sharing our faith. (i) How do we express our personal faith? 
(ii) How do we understand worship? (iii) How do we speak and listen from a place of love to many faith languages? 
March 31: Participants spoke to concerns of their own choosing as the sharing unfolded.
June 9: What concerns do you have in your meeting that you wish were Baltimore Yearly Meeting wide so that we may work on them together?


Support for Ministry
March Interim Meeting joyfully embraced Stuart Greene’s ministry.  A support committee is formed at Patapsco with one member of BYM M&PC as our liaison.  In Stuart’s words:
“In the measure of Light given me, I feel called to seek my right place; spontaneously guided by the Holy Spirit. I am led to visit meetings of Friends, gatherings of other sects, or people I am presented with ‘on the street’. This call invites me to wait patiently in the Spirit, to listen deeply with my heart, and to discern when to speak and when to remain in silence as I am led. My ministry revolves around the necessity to comfort the afflicted, to facilitate the reconciliation of those at odds, to share difficult messages from love and as Spirit leads. I recognize that the need for this healing work stretches beyond our Yearly Meeting, acknowledging the broader collective struggle for wholeness among all of God’s people.” 
June Interim Meeting endorsed Patti Nesbitt’s travel minute for the ministry she carries with the book: A Tender Time: Quaker Voices on the End of Life, by Patricia Nesbitt and Kristin Camitta Zimet. Friends joyfully noted her service among Quakers for over 40 years and that her ministry goes far beyond either Sandy Spring Friends and Baltimore Yearly Meeting.

M&PC worked with Ann Riggs on her chaplain and Grief Support Group ministry.  She is now able to have BYM office provide announcements and zoom links for her monthly group.

These requests from Friends help M&PC learn more about our role in supporting ministry. We will be working with our General Secretary next year to develop information for a section on the bym-rsf.org website to better clarify M&PC’s role in guidance.  We continue to consider how M&PC might better support the quality of worship throughout the BYM community.  One aspect we continue to struggle with is theological diversity and acceptance.


Committees and Working Groups under our care
Friends Supporting Friends
Women’s Retreat   
Spiritual Formation
Reparations
Working Group on Racism
Global Majority Friends
End of Life Working Group

M&PC members liaison to each of these groups, report on their activities, and represent them at BYM as requested.

