
For the past several years, West Branch Friends have been struggling with society's ongoing tendencies 

to stray further and further from the truths we have been taught as followers of Christ.  We search 

scripture and our Faith and Practice to find guidance.  However, with recent articles published in the 

Interchange, we are beginning to question the persuasion of such social issues on previously set 

standards in the Society of Friends. We are questioning if these statements written by our forefathers 

are being interpreted by many to fit their individual needs rather than as guidance in everyday living.  

And of even deeper concern, going against what we have studied in God's Word.  In or Meeting, we are 

beginning to feel overwhelmed by the push to accept, what we have been taught throughout our lives 

as wrong, is now acceptable. 

The statements in the Interchange concerning individual convictions as to sexual preference, choice of 

food, and preserving our natural resources have concerned West Branch Friends that the Quaker Faith is 

becoming a sounding board for groups or individuals to influence others into a way of thinking that 

disputes the teachings of the Bible.   

With these and many other issues facing society, it is hard to know where to begin.  Words from Joni 

Eareckson Tada pretty much sum up the world we live in today in that although we don't know when it 

happens, wrong is acknowledged, then it becomes tolerable, and then acceptable, and then law.   

West Branch Friends do not condemn a person’s right to stand up to their convictions. However, we 

strongly feel these convictions should not be made in, and supported by, written statements within our 

meeting.  Our goal is to strive to identify “that of God” in every human being and make our voices heard 

in support of God and the teachings of the Bible.  We will stand firm in our learned beliefs in the truth 

and wisdom of God's word.   

                                    ...I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.... 

John 4:6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


