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In this report I have shared several concerns that merit more lengthy discussion than is possible at a 
business meeting of either Interim Meeting or Annual Sessions. Because these are important concerns, 
I think the best way for us to begin discerning these issues is to make myself available to your Monthly 
Meeting. Please send me an email and we’ll talk about a date, time and format that will work. Right now 
because of the mid-term elections in Virginia—a critical swing state—I’m inundated with email, so if I 
don’t get back to you in five days, please email again or call. (georgiafuller@gmail.com or 703-578-7578) 
 
A-Attendance 
The Executive Board of Friends United Meeting gathered in the morning of Oct. 11 in Richmond, IN. The 
General Board Meeting began at 7:00 that evening. Georgia attended both meetings. BYM representative 
Walt Fry (West Branch) attended the FUM Trustees meeting in the afternoon of Oct. 11 and the General 
Board Meeting. BYM representative Ann Riggs (Annapolis) attended the General Board meeting and also 
serves on the committee for African Friends in North America. 
 
BYM members from Stony Run, Adrian Bishop and Rosemary Dance, serve as Living Letters to Belize 
Friends School and also as the FUM representatives to the Belize Friends School Advisory Board. The 
gifts of Adrian, an experienced building inspector, and Rosemary’s gifts in education and proposal 
writing are greatly appreciated by Friends in Belize, the FUM staff, and the General Board. BYM Stony 
Run members, Meg Meyer and Arthur Boyd just began their service as Living Letters to Ramallah 
Friends School in Palestine. Arthur is working with the Ramallah Development and Communications 
staff and helping to plan the 150th anniversary of the School. Meg is coordinating the renewed emphasis 
on Quakerism and launching a school choir. Their service has elicited praise and thanksgiving from 
Friends in Ramallah and Richmond, IN. 
 
B-News from the General Board Meeting 

1) FUM has just launched a fabulous on-line bookstore! Check it out! https://friends-
united-meeting.myshopify.com/ 

The store has contemporary Quaker writings, early Quaker writings, Quaker history, journals, 
letters, art, music, fiction and humor. Books on peace and nonviolence from Fox to Ghandi and from 
Ramallah’s Jean Zaru to Bethesda’s Dave Zarembka are included. The section on prayer, inspiration, 
and spiritual growth includes old classics like the works of Howard Thurman and new books like 
Following Jesus Without Embarrassing God. Friends serving on religious education committees 
should check out the books and workbooks for adults, youth and children. 

 
2) The Executive Board is working on a new arrangement with Everence, a Mennonite financial 

institution. 
Everence wants to offer financial services to Friends regarding responsible investment, estate 
planning, wills, and trusts. As a plus, they also want to help us to remember Baltimore Yearly Meeting 
in our estate planning. More news on this later. 
 
3) FUM’s Finances are again problematic despite the success of the recently ended Combined 

Campaign. 
This is partially because the new auditing firm has asked us to correct entries that the former 
auditing firm had insisted we make. Also summer is a down-time in giving and no one is sure how 
the new tax laws and the ballooning economy are going to affect income. Even considering these 
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possible negative influences, it is clear that there are some systemic problems. Our new General 
Secretary, Kelly Kellum and our finance staff are committed to finding the problem. As a General 
Board, we can expect to make some difficult decisions, perhaps at our March meeting. 
 
Other factors to consider: Over the decades FUM has inherited numerous little pots of restricted 
funds and other gifts. These line items make understanding the budget difficult, especially for me. I 
talked with an experienced FUM Board member and learned that he also has trouble understanding 
the budget. While this made me feel better, I came away from our discussion thinking that we may 
have to curtail some programs or change funding strategies. Many programs had their start when 
Indiana, Western, North Carolina, and Wilmington (Ohio) Yearly Meetings were booming in 
membership and finances. However, economic and demographic changes in the last 50 years have 
decreased this giving base. Their endowments still exist but membership is down. During our 
conversation the experienced Board member bluntly said that FUM is struggling to survive “on the 
money of dead people.” 

 
C-A financial and spiritual challenge to BYM Friends 
One change in funding strategies would be to ask yearly meetings to adopt a program. Ramallah Friends 
Schools have been near to the heart of many of our members and meetings. FUM is an association, not a 
denomination. Presbyterians, like other denominations, charge their congregations assessments or 
dues, which include funds for their field staff. Associations, like FUM, follow the old missionary model in 
which a member with a calling depends on other members, many of whom are personal F/friends, for 
their financial stability. However the Head of Ramallah Friends Schools does not fit this traditional 
missionary model. 
 
The RFS Head is a specialized educational position—responsible for cross-cultural education, which 
includes the entire three-level International Baccalaureate program and a special education program. 
Perhaps more importantly RFS practices on-the-ground environmental stewardship in a dry land and 
practices peace and nonviolence in an occupied land. The current Head is an experienced, international 
educator who does not fit the traditional missionary model. Adrian Moody is a Roman Catholic from 
Australia 
 
As a Yearly Meeting and as Monthly Meetings, could BYM contribute $1,000 a month toward his annual 
salary and benefit package? For 150 years RFS has been a sign of hope and an oasis of peace in a war-
torn land. RFS has been very important to the people of Palestine. How important is it to us that this 
Quaker witness continues? You can find information on their website at www.rfs.edu.ps/ and like their 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/FriendsRamallah/ 
 
D-Friends in Kenya challenge us culturally and spiritually 
Are we up to the challenge of Christian African Friends? Quaker Christianity became rooted in Kenyan 
soil over 3 generations ago. For many of us, when we think of Christianity we think the Spanish 
Inquisition, the Salem Witch Trials, and the current pedophile scandals in the Roman Church. For many 
Kenyans, Quaker Christianity means hospitals, schools, and opportunities for women’s leadership 
through the United Society of Friends Women International. 
 
Here is a challenge to our thinking that was overheard at the latest meeting of the Friends Historical 
Association: An east-coast Friend and historian claimed that Christianity had been forced down the 
throat of Kenyans and they don’t really understand it. Was this a racist put-down? 
 
Here’s another example of challenge. I was having a discussion of the peace testimony with a weighty 
Friend for whom our peace testimony was practically a creed. I said that I thought the Quaker peace 
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testimony would have difficulty being affirmed by BYM today because of the Christian language. He 
waived his hand and dismissively said, “Oh, that old language, I just translate it.” Thousands of first 
generation Friends were imprisoned, losing some or all of their possessions. Hundreds of first 
generation Friends went to prison and many lost their lives as a result. Do we really think they suffered 
all this just for the sake of “old language?” Or was Christ a personal, transformative, and living Power in 
their lives? 
 
As I said, Quaker Christian faith and practice was rooted in Kenya 3 generations ago. It was grown and 
blossomed in new and different ways. Can we be open to this? 
 
Over 40% of the world’s Quakers live in East Africa. They will be the dominate influence on the future 
of Friends for the 21st century. At Annual Sessions, I challenged us to begin discerning what part we 
want to play in the future of Quakerism. As I said, now is the time to gather data for our discernment. 
We can begin by periodically checking the FUM website www.friendsunitedmeeting.org/ In addition we 
can sign up for the weekly and monthly e-news at the website’s contact page. 
www.friendsunitedmeeting.org/contact-us.html. Let’s also think about going to the next the Triennial 
meetings in Kisumu, Kenya, July 12-18, 2020. 
 
E-Many Friends in FUM, especially those in Africa challenge, us in ways that are deeply personal and 
spiritual 
Are we able to work, in mutual respect, with Friends who have different understandings of sexual ethics? 
At our summer Board Meeting we had a dialogue about homosexuality, followed by small group 
discussions. 
 
Two weeks ago I arrived at the fall General Board early and had lunch with a Quaker from southern 
Indiana. About an hour into our conversation he said that he had two married sons, living nearby with 
their wives and children. The next part of the conversation went like this: he said he had a 
daughter…pause…living in North Carolina…pause…with a…and then he said the L-word. But for him the 
L-word was “lady.” He told me that the “lady,” with whom his daughter lived, had a son. 
 
I responded that one of the reasons I wanted my yearly meeting to remain a member in good-standing 
of FUM was so we could be present to children like his. Then my lunch companion said that he had 
realized there were no pictures of his daughter with the lady and her son in his living room. There were 
pictures of his sons and their families. So he had made a conscious decision to put a picture of his 
daughter’s family in his living room. I realized later that our presence in FUM is also important to parents 
like my lunch companion. And I wondered if I couldn’t have been a better Friend to him. 
 
When I’m teaching in Kenya, I’m very conscious of my status as an authority figure. So when the subject 
of homosexuality comes up, I’m careful not to abuse my position. I mostly listen and when asked I 
describe different points of view among Friends. It’s become clear to me that like the slave owners in 
American, the colonialist gained a reputation for sexual exploitation and deviance. Was it deserved? I 
don’t know. But the result is that any idea about sexuality that comes from the West is viewed with 
suspicion. Just think about some of the movies we send overseas. According to Friends who lived in 
Kenya for a time, it’s not that Kenyans don’t have practice of homosexuality; it’s just that they don’t name 
it. And they sure don’t talk about it publicly. 
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