Annua Session Minutes

3337 ANNUAL SESSION
OF
BALTIMORE YEARLY M EETING
OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

JaMESMADISON UNIVERSITY
HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA

Tuesday, July 27, 2004 3:00-5:00 p.m.

Y2004—1 The first session of the 333'¢ Annual Session of Baltimore Yearly
Meeting began with a time of open worship. We feel blessed to be together
again to gather in worship and carry forward the work and witness of our be-
loved Yearly Meeting.

Seated at the Clerk’s table were Lamar Matthew (York), Presiding Clerk; Dave
Lewis(Dunnings Creek), Reading Clerk for the day; Young Friend Phoebe Stern
(Sandy Spring Friends School) Clerk of the Young Friends program; and Deborah
Haines (Alexandria), Recording Clerk.

Y2004—2 Clerk's Minute. Out of the silence, Lamar Matthew shared the
Clerk’sminutelifting up the promise of God'shealing love.

In the Gospel According to John (the Quaker Gospel) we read that
Jesus went up to Jerusalem and “in Jerusalem, by the Sheeps Gate,
thereisapool called, in Hebrew, Bethesda, which hasfive porticoes. In
these lay many invalids — blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was
therewho had beenill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying
there and knew that he had been there along time, he said to him, “Do
you want to be made well?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, | have
no one to put meinto the pool when the water is stirred up; and while |
am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” Jesus
said to him, “ Stand up, take your mat and walk.” At once the man was
made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk.”

How long have we been lying by the pool? Waiting to be made whole?
In our time together, let us seek channels for God's grace and power to
make the troubled waters move. Let’'sstep into that pool and allow the
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healing love of God, to minister to usand wash away our hurt and pain.
That lovewill bring wholenessto each of usand to our beloved Society
of Friends.

Welcome Friendsto this, our 333 Annual Session of Baltimore Yearly
Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends. We are gathered to seek
refreshment and healing, do God's work, and grow in God's grace.
George Fox reminded usto keep our Meetingsin the power of God, that
we may seethe Light present among us. So aswe pick up our mats, let
usremember that “thefirst step of peace”, of healing, of any journey “is
to stand still inthe Light.” That quiet waiting provides us “ power and
strength” — that is where “grace grows, and the unknown Truth, un-
known to the world — (is) made manifest.” Let wisdom guide usin
patience and let us make no strife among Friends, but livein that which
makes for peace and love and life. “Let usdwell in the Light that casts
out all jangling spirits. In that Light we may have unity with one an-
other... Withthat Light we may answer the Light in every man...”

Y2004—3 Misitors. We welcomed guests Terry Stark (Harrisburg, PY M),
Friends General Conferencevisitor; Vanessa Julye (Central Philadel phiaMonthly
Meeting, PY M); Jean Marie Prestwich-Barch (Schuylkill, PYM, sojourning at
Valley Meeting, BY M); Traci Peterson (Clear Creek, Ohio Valley Yearly Meet-
ing); John Barton, VirginiaCouncil of Churches; and SueAxtel, representing the
Earlham School of Religion.

Y2004—4 Search Committee. Ann Marie Moriarty (Adelphi) presented the
report of the Search Committee as follows as previously read at last Interim
Meeting:

Presiding Clerk: Lauri Perman (State College).

Supervisory Committee: Meg Boyd-Meyer (Baltimore, Stony Run)
Gretchen Hall (Alexandria)

Nominating Committee, Class of 2007: Barbara Thomas (Annapolis);
Marjorie Scott (Stony Run); Cariadne Burchard (Stony Run); Catharine Tunis
(Herndon)

The Committee also noted the following name and Meeting change: Dorothea
Musgrave (Washington) is now Dorothea Musgrave Malsbary (Sandy Spring)

Friends aprrovED these recommendations.

Y2004—5 Dave Lewis read the Epistle from Britain Yearly Meeting, urging
Friends to share the joy we find in our faith, and to be faithful in following our
leadings and living out our testimonies.
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Y2004—6 Epistle Committee. Clerk Lamar Matthew named the Epistle Com-
mittee for thisyear’'s session. They are Justin Connors (Washington), Elizabeth
DuVerlie (Batimore, Stony Run) and Kathryn Smith (Maury River).

Y 2004—7 Introduction of Baltimore Yearly Meeting Saff. Frank Massey
presented the General Secretary’s report, and introduced the Yearly Meeting
staff, including Phoebe Stern, part time officer helper, Laurie Wilner, Bookkeeper,
Jane Megginson, Office Manager, David Hunter, Camp Properties Manager,
Hope Braveheart, Youth Secretary, and Josh Riley, Camp Administrative Secre-
tary. He also thanked the many volunteers at Friends House who help with
mailing out the Interchange.

Frank spoke about how the staff seetheir work as holding the Yearly Meeting in
their hands, and thejoy they feel in helping usliveintotheloveand Light thatis
our birthright.

Y 2004—8 Dave Lewisread from the epistle of Little Britain Monthly Meeting.
Thetwo Preparative M eetingsthat form Little Britain—Penn Hill and Eastland—
are very small, yet the few Friends who meet together continue to find joy in
their shared work. The Clerk noted that both Penn Hill and Eastland are faith-
fully represented at our Annual Session.

Y 2004—9 Program Committee. Elizabeth Hofmeister (Bethesda) introduced
the members of the Program Committee. Thislarge and hard-working commit-
tee hasresponsibility for putting together our annual sessions. One high priority
thisyear hasbeen to try to attract morefirst time attendersto annual sessions, by
distributing certificatesfor first-timersthrough the Monthly Meetings.

Y2004—10 Trustees. In the unavoidable absence of the Clerk of Trustees,
Howard Zuses (Sandy Spring) referred Friendsto the written report of the Trust-
ees in the Advance Reports, and offered to answer any questions.

Y2004—11 Friends House Moscow. Laura Nell Obaugh (Hopewell Centre)
introduced the report of the board of Friends House Moscow. She thanked the
Yearly Mesting for giving her the opportunity to participatein thisexciting pro-
gram, and introduced Marsha Holliday (Langley Hill) who is succeeding her on
the board. Marsha described the challenges faced by Friends House M oscow,
and some of the important projects it carries out, including an Alternatives to
Violence Project, work with Russian COs, and work with orphans and the dis-
abled. Greetings, Friends! After afantastic 4 and a half-year experience as a
sojourner with Friends in Paris, France, | am now happy to be home. [See the
full Friends House Moscow report in the Organizations section of this Year-
book.]

Dave Lewisread a brief excerpt from Dorothy Canfield Fisher’s biography, “A
Lady from Vermont” reminding us of the importance of attending to daily tasks.
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Y 2004—12 William Penn House. Byron Sandford (Washington) reported for
William Penn House, our Quaker study and hospitality center on Capitol Hill.
New devel opmentsthisyear include acloser relationship with Washington Quaker
Workcamps, and the development of a peace studies curriculum workshop for
high school and college teachers, to be offered in October. William Penn House
also continues to bring together Friends from the Washington area for once a
month potlucks, hosts|obbying weekendsin cooperation with FCNL, and week-
ends for young Friends from all over the country. A healthy budget surplusthis
year will provide the opportunity for some long deferred improvements to the

property.

Y 2004—13 Washington Quaker Workcamps. Andre Israel (Washington)
reported for the Washington Quaker Workcamps. He noted that WQW is one
of only a handful of centers offering a Spirit-led workcamping ministry. He
described how he was hired last September to revitalize WQW after aperiod of
decline, and how the program has grown over the past year. He spoke about the
powerful experience of bringing Quaker youth to poverty stricken urban and
rural communities to learn first hand through shared work and worship. He
encouraged all Friendsto lift up and support thiswork.

The meeting closed with aperiod of worship during which we remembered Friends
wewill dearly misswho have died during the past year.

Wednesday, July 28, 2004, 9:30 a.m. — 12:00 noon

Y2004—14 Friends settled into a period of open worship. At the table were
Lamar Matthew (York), Clerk, Deborah Haines (Alexandria), Recording Clerk,
Young Friends Hannah Mayer (Maury River) and Phoebe Stern (Sandy Spring
Friends Schooal), Clerk of Young Friends, and Linda Wilk (Hopewell Centre),
Reading Clerk for the day.

Lamar Matthew noted that Ministry and Pastoral Care Committee will be hold-
ing our sessionsinthe Light each day. Friends carrying this ministry today were
Betty Brody (Alexandria) and Leo Pickens (Annapoalis).

Y 2004—15 LindaWilk read from the State of the M eeting report from Hopewell
Centre, focusing on the Mesting's struggle to respond to the discovery that an
active attender was a convicted child molester. The process of confronting this
situation and making painful choices has left wounds and opened opportunities
for ministry. Friends* pray that as we move forward into the next year, we will
find that we have made an opportunity out of danger, and that wewill continueto
grow inthelife of the spirit.”
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Y2004—16 Msitors. We welcomed guests Jan Dahn (St. Petersburg, South-
eastern Yearly Mesting); Retha McCutcheon, executive secretary of Friends
United Meeting, and Paul Smith, finance manager of Friends United Meeting.

Y2004—17 Camping Program Committee. Betsy Krome (Williamsburg),
Co-Clerk of the Camping Program Committee, introduced the Directors of the
camps, and noted what a wealth of experience they represent.

Linda Garretson, who has spent 16 yearsin the camping program, reported that
the summer has been going well at Catoctin. She noted that the theme that
emerged this year was loss and grief, because so many of the campers were
dealing with personal tragedies, but that this only deepened their joy in being
together in a place where it is safe to share their fedlings. Linda read from a
camper’seval uation which concluded “ | love camp with every atom of my soul.”

Dana Foster, also with 16 years in the camping program, reported for Shiloh.
She noted that some vehicle breakdownsled to offers of help from other Quaker
camps and schools, and that she was grateful to be reminded of that hidden
support network. An extended period of rain led the campers to originate a
chant of “I like this!” ready to be put into use whenever a hike became really
challenging, or thingswent wrong.

Elaine Brigham, who is serving her 13" consecutive summer in the camping
program, reported for Opequon. She spoke about the joy of acamp overflowing
with children and gifted staff. Shetold usabout some of the arts projects under-
taken at Opequon this year, including amural of the Tree of Knowledge, and a
movie entitled “A Camp Before Time” which will be for sale in the bookstore
next year.

Whitney Thompson, completing her 19" year in the program as camper and
staff, reported on the Teen Adventure Program. This summer’s trips went very
well. One of the highlights for many campers were the service experiences, run
by volunteerswho arewonderful spiritual guides. Shenoted that Common Ground,
the community that provides abase for Teen Adventure, islooking for new mem-
bers. Melissa Poole, who has worked for ten years in the camping program,
lifted up the themes for this summer’s Teen Adventure. One was “meeting for
worship” which led to many deep discussions, and spontaneous meetings for
worship at every waterfall or patch of bright sunlight. She reported that Teen
Adventure is attracting more campers from Opequon, and trying to incorporate
more art, writing and music in its program. She expressed her appreciation for
how it knitstogether campersfrom all the camping programs, making it possible
for them to do thingsthat are truly hard, but truly great.
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Y 2004—18 Greg Tobin (Frederick), Co-Clerk of the Camping Program Com-
mittee, introduced the members of the committee, and expressed his gratitude
for their hard work and faithfulness. He noted that the camping program is the
largest program under the care of Baltimore Yearly Meeting, andisgrowing. All
Friends are urged to learn more about it, and help the Committee plan for the
future.

Y2004—19 Josh Riley, Camp Administrative Secretary of the camping pro-
gram, who has been with the program a total of 22 years, will be leaving in
December. He described the sense of calling hefelt when hefirst applied for his
present job, and expressed the deep sense of gratitude he feels for all the years
he has been able to serve. He thanked the Yearly Meeting staff, and the Yearly
Meeting for their support, and noted that the camping program will always be
part of hislife. Josh spoke of the transforming power of BY M’s camping pro-
gram, which offers children the chance to be truly loved for who they are.

Friends expressed their deep appreciation to Josh Riley for hiswonderful service
to the Yearly Meeting. The camping program is truly a ministry, a religious
education summer program on an enormous scale.

Y 2004—20 Camp Property Management Committee. Patty Nesbit (Hopewell
Centre) reported for the Camp Property Management Committee. She thanked
Friends for their wonderful support of the camps, and expressed specia appre-
ciationto David Hunter, who, as property manager, istaking on the responsibility
for keeping all of our 900 acresand dozens of building safe and in good condition.
Many improvementsare planned, including replacing most of the cabinsover the
next several years. Friends are being asked to raise enough in contributions and
pledges during these annual sessionsto build at least one cabin. Friendsarealso
encouraged to participate in volunteer work days at each of the camps.

Y2004—21 Camp Property Manager. David Hunter (Frederick) expressed
his thanksto the parents and Monthly Meetingsthat have already contributed to
the cabin campaign. He aso introduced Becky and Jerry Coates who have
returned to Baltimore Yearly Meeting after as the Caretakers at Catoctin.

Y2004—22 Long Range Property Planning Subcommittee. Sheila Bach
(Langley Hill) reported for the Long Range Property Planning Subcommittee.
She explained that the subcommittee has taken a broad view of its mission. It
has undertaken surveys of the age distribution of the Yearly Meeting member-
ship, and of the facilities owned by our local Meetings and Friends groups, as
well as adetailed survey of the camp properties. A booklet has now been pub-
lished that lists and describes the facilities available for retreats and gatherings
withinthe Yearly Meeting. The subcommitteeis recommending more effective
marketing of the camp properties, so that they can be more fully utilized in the
spring andfall. They have also projected improvements and expansion that will
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be required over the long term. Ancther area of concern is the difficulty of
finding affordable housing within easy driving distance of the Yearly Meeting
office, creating hardships for our staff members.

The subcommittee reported that it feelsit has completed itswork and isready to
belaid down. Clerk Lamar Matthew asked the subcommitteeto bring to Interim
Meeting areport on which pieces of their work need to be carried forward, and
how this might best be done, either within the existing Yearly M eeting committee
structure, or by the creation of anew standing committee. [Seefull report inthe
Committee section of this Yearbook.]

Y 2004—23 LindaWilk read from the State of the Meeting report from Goose
Creek Meeting, reflecting on the passing of an older generation, and the tender
need to be in harmony with the changing of the seasons.

Y2004—24 Friends General Conference. Trudy Rogers, (formerly Seneca
Valley, now Chester River, PYM) reported for Friends General Conference.
She thanked Friends for the opportunity to serve BYM as a representative to
FGC Centra Committee and noted that her move to the Eastern Shore means
that she is now amember of Philadel phia Yearly Meeting and will be wearing a
new hat. She highlighted some of the exciting projects of FGC, including the
Traveling Ministries Program, the Meeting web directory,
<www.QuakerFinder.org>, the upcoming Religious Educators Institute in Au-
gust in New York State, the Young Quakes program for high school age Friends,
and new work in the area of the eradication of racism among Friends. She noted
in particular aminuterising up in Friends General Conference affirming how we
areenriched in our work by the Spirit-guided |eadership of gay, lesbian, bisexual,
transgender, and queer Friends.

Jean Marie Prestwich Barch (sojourning at Valley Friends) introduced herself as
Co-Clerk, with her husband Frank Barch, of the FGC Gathering to be held in
Blacksburg, Virginiain the summer of 2005. She spoke of the blessed commu-
nity created during the week of Gathering, and shared the theme of the 2005
Gathering: Weaving the Blessed Tapestry. She described the pain the planning
committeefelt when the Virginialegidature passed a statute this spring invalidat-
ing any contracts involving persons of the same gender which might be inter-
preted to confer benefits associated with marriage. After deep searching, the
committee agreed to go forward with holding the Gathering in Virginiaas planned,
with the understanding that we will use this as an opportunity to witness to our
belief that we are dl children of the Light.
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Y2004—25 Friends World Committee for Consultation. Flossie Fullerton
(Sandy Spring) described the work of the Friends World Committee for Consul-
tation. She highlighted the work of the intervisitation committee, in which our
member Anne Moore has been active. She spoke of the recent Triennial in New
Zealand, which brought together Friendsfrom countries and culturesfrom around
the world. She noted how eager Friends are for the opportunity to get to know
each other.

Donna Boyce Manoukian (Langley Hill) offered to bring a presentation on her
moving experience at the New Zealand Triennia to any Mesting interested in
inviting her. She noted how Friendsfrom all types of Quakerism come together
in FWCC, and how many Quakers around the world are in scattered, isolated
M eetingswith few opportunitiesto meet with other Friends. Groupslike FWCC
that bring Friends together deserve our whol ehearted support. One special op-
portunity we should give support to isthe World Gathering of Young Friends, for
those age 18-35, planned for Lancaster, England in the summer of 2005.

Y2004—26 The time for adjournment drawing near, we agreed to reconvene
at 1:15 this afternoon, for a brief session to address the remaining two items on
the agenda: the Ministry and Pastoral Care Budget Recommendation Concern-
ing FUM, and thefirst reading of the 2005 Budget.

Wednesday, July 28, 2004, 1:15-2:00 p.m.

Y 2004—27 Friends convened at 1:15 pm and settled into open worship. At the
table were Lamar Matthew (York), Presiding Clerk, Deborah Haines (Alexan-
dria), Recording Clerk, Linda Wilk (Hopewell Centre), Reading Clerk for the
day, and Young Friend Adam Cwirut (Frederick).

LindaWilk shared afurther communication from Goose Creek Meeting, an ap-
preciation of Ed Nichols, who recently stepped down after serving for forty
years as Meeting treasurer.

Clerk Lamar Matthew announced that Betsy Wollaston (Deer Creek) has set up
awriting table where Friends may send greetings to those not able to be here
with usthisweek. Shewould be glad to receive the names of additional Friends
who might like to receive such greetings.

Y 2004—28 Friends United Meeting Concern. Lamar briefly described how
several Baltimore Yearly Meeting committees have worked together over the
past few months to develop a proposal to address concerns about our Yearly
M eeting contribution to Friends United Meeting. Rosalind Zuses (Sandy Spring),
Co-Clerk of the Ministry and Pastoral Care Committee, read the proposal devel-
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oped by a joint meeting, on July 18, 2004, of the Ministry and Pastoral Care
Committee, Stewardship and Finance Committee, and the Ad Hoc Committee
on Gender and Sexual Diversity Concerns. Those present were: Marion Ballard
(Stewardship and Finance), Margaret Stambaugh (Ad Hoc Committee), Rosalind
Zuses (Ministry and Pastoral Care), GeorgiaFuller (Ministry and Pastoral Care),
Will Candler (Stewardship and Finance), Marcy Seitd (Advancement and Out-
reach), Marjorie Scott (Stewardship and Finance), Lauri Perman (Clerk) (Ad
Hoc Committee), Donald Gann (Ministry and Pastoral Care), Aron Teel (Ad
Hoc Committee), Howard | Fullerton (Ministry and Pastoral Care; FUM Gen-
eral Board), Lamar Matthew (Clerk, BY M), Deborah Haines (Recording Clerk)
(Advancement and Outreach), Frank Massey (BYM staff).

RECOMMENDATIONS

After long and deep, but not acrimonious seeking, those gathered were
able to come to a strong sense of the meeting on the following recom-
mendations. Thisrepresentsamajor shift in position for some of those
gathered, but it was felt to be the only way to move forward without
forcing Friendsto violate their consciences, which could have no good
outcome, and surely not be God'sWill for us. The funding recommen-
dationisintended to allow Baltimore Yearly Meeting Friends to have a
period of timeto seek God’sWill for unity on the nature of our continued
relationship with the FUM organization.

1] Werecommend that Baltimore Yearly Meeting continueto maintain
full membership and participation in Friends United M eeting through
representativesto the General Board and any other positions Friends
areledto hold, and through anintentional commitment tointervisitation
to learn about other Yearly Meetingsin FUM and have them learn
about us. We recognize that as long as both BYM and FUM are
Quakers, we will bein relationship. The world will see us as the
same, and it is to our advantage as a religious body to have as
similar an understanding of our faith aswe are able.

2] Werecommend that BY M continue to have alineitem on the Bud-
get for the next three years of $17,400 for FUM. Each Monthly
Meeting will be asked to expressits wish to either: have its appor-
tioned share of the Yearly Meeting’'s FUM contribution sent to FUM
with use of the funds restricted to certain purposes by BYM, or
have its share put into a Yearly Meeting escrow account. We rec-
ommend that option be availableto include thelast half of the 2004
budget contribution that has not yet been forwarded by BYM to
FUM.
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We recommend that Stewardship and Finance convene a group to
decide what restricted uses for the funds that go to FUM least
support the current policy of discrimination. We recommend that
BYM determine the disposition of the escrow funds after three
years with it understood that the funds will not necessarily go to
FUM.

3] We recommend that an ad hoc group for intervisitation be con-
vened by members of the Advancement and Outreach Committee,
Ministry and Pastoral Care Committee, and the Ad Hoc Committee
on Gender and Sexual Diversity Concerns. This group will use
careful discernment asto who the visitors should be, and give thor-
ough arientation of prospectivevisitors. We also noted that visitors
should be sent in groups of two or three, and should be prepared to
carry out repeated visitsto build ongoing rel ationshipswith monthly
and Yearly Meeting members of FUM. Thisgroup will also seek to
reach out to the other Yearly Meetings to have visitors from them
come to us.

Lamar asked Friends briefly to address the second recommendation pertaining
to the budget. There will be an opportunity for more extended discussion in an
interest group at 3:30 this afternoon and throughout the week.

Y 2004—29 Sewardship and Finance Committee. Marion Ballard (Bethesda),
outgoing Clerk of Stewardship and Finance, presented the proposed budget for
2005, projecting a 10 percent increase in revenues and expenses, and a surplus
of $396. Apportionment revenue would increase 3 percent. This proposed in-
creasein apportionments has been reviewed by the Monthly Meetings, and seems
to be acceptable. The budget proposed increased reliance on individual contri-
butions, in order to reduce pressurefor futureincreasesin apportionments. Marion
noted that salaries paid to camp program and youth program staff now appear in
the budget under those programs, leading to a substantial decline in the “office
personnel” lineitem. She drew attention to the healthy growth of our camping
program. She also noted that the continued draw-down of our reserves may be
a cause for concern. After some discussion and clarification, Marion invited
Friendswith additional questionsto cometo the Stewardship and Finance Com-
mittee meeting this afternoon.

The session closed with a period of worship.
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Thursday, July 29, 2004, 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon

Y2004—30 Friends settled into a period of expectant worship. At the table
were Lamar Matthew (York), Presiding Clerk, Deborah Haines (Alexandria),
Recording Clerk, Margaret Stambaugh (Gettysburg), Reading Clerk for the day,
and Young Friends Phoebe Stern (Sandy Spring Friends School; Clerk of the
Young Friends program) and Rosie Whitney (Richmond).

We welcomed guests Karen Bauer, lowa Yearly Meeting (FUM), and Gary
Gillespie (Baltimore, Homewood), representing the American Friends Service
Committee, MiddleAtlantic Region, Baltimore Office.

Y2004—31 Manual of Procedure Committee. Howard Fullerton presented
the report of the Manua of Procedure Committee. He explained the recom-
mended changes approved by Interim Meeting. These relate to: the Yearly
Meeting Counseling Service, now laid down; an expanded description of our
relationship to Friends World Committee for Consultation, the Friends Commit-
tee on National Legidation, and the American Friends Service Committee; a
correction in the name of the national Friends Committee on Unity with Na-
ture—now “Quaker Earthcare Witness;” aclarification of the role of the “Nam-
ing Committee’ which nominatesthe” Search Committeg’ to nominatethe*Nomi-
nating Committee” and the Yearly Meeting officers; a corrected description of
the work of the Ministry and Pastoral Care Committee; a corrected description
of the area served by the Middle Atlantic Region of the AFSC; and replacement
of theword “overseer” in oneinstance, in recognition of Friends growing uneasi-
ness with that term.

M ANUAL oF PrRoceburRe CHANGES
Yearly Meeting Counseling Service [See 12004-8]

Introduction to Section |11 Affiliation with Membership Organi-
zations [See 12004-8]

Friends World Committee for Consultation

Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC), formedin 1937, is
aworldwide association of Yearly Meetingsand affiliated groups. Itisa
consultative body whose purpose is to provide links between Friends
who may be separated by geography, culture, or practices that empha-
size different aspects of Quakerism. It aims to facilitate loving under-
standing of diversity among Friends; to discover together, with God's
help, our common spiritual ground; and to facilitate full expression of
Friends' testimoniesintheworld.
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Friends World Committee for Consultation is organized into four geo-
graphical sections. Baltimore Yearly Meeting is in the Section of the
Americas, which coversthe entire western hemisphere. The Section, in
turn, is divided into smaller geographical regions, of which Baltimore
Yearly Meeting is in the Southeastern region. Some activities of the
Section of theAmericas are the Quaker Youth Pilgrimage (in collabora-
tion with the Europe and Middle East Section), Wider Quaker Fellow-
ship, and Comite de los Amigos L atin-americanos (Committee of Latin
American Friends). The principal function of the regionswithin the Sec-
tionisto provide opportunitiesfor as many Friends as possiblewithina
particul ar geographical region to cometo know Friends outside of their
own Yearly Meeting.

Each Yearly Meeting in the Section appoints representativesto the Sec-
tion based on aformula of four persons for the first 27000 members of
the Yearly Meeting and one for each additional 2500 members or frac-
tion thereof.

Baltimore Yearly Meeting representatives are nominated by the Nomi-
nating Committee and appointed by the Yearly Meeting for terms of
threeyears, not all representatives being appointed in the sameyear. As
with other Yearly Meeting appointments, service as a representative
will generally not exceed six consecutive years. The representatives
should be committed to openness and learning from Friends represent-
ing other traditions of worship, theology, and culture.

These representatives attend Sectional and regional meetings (usually
an annual meeting for each) and are eligible to serve on the various
committees of the Section. All Friends are welcome at Sectional and
regional meetings. The representatives help keep the Yearly Meeting
informed about the activities of the organization.

All Yearly Meetings and groups affiliated with FWCC worl dwide meet
together once every three years. In an effort to keep these gatherings
to aworkable size, attendance isrestricted to Yearly Meeting represen-
tatives and other appointed del egates and observers. Representation of
Yearly Mestings at the triennial sessions is based on aformula of two
personsfor any Yearly Meeting or group, three personsfor Yearly Meet-
ingswith between 1001 and 3000 members, 4 representativesfor Yearly
Meetings with between 3001 and 5000 members, and one additional
representative for each additional 5000 members or fraction thereof.
TheYearly Meeting’ srepresentatives are sel ected by the Interim Meeting
from among the representatives to the Section of the Americas. Those
attending the FWCC triennial sessions are encouraged to report to as
many groupswithin the Yearly Meeting as possible.
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Unity with Nature Committee [See 12004-8]

Ministry and Pastoral Care Committee [See 12004-20]

American Friends Service Committee

TheAmerican Friends Service Committee carries out service, devel op-
ment, social justice, and peace programs throughout the world. Founded
by Quakersin 1917 to provide conscientious objectors with an opportu-
nity to aid civilian war victims, AFSC's work attracts the support and
partnership of people of many races, religions, and cultures. AFSC's
work is based on the Quaker belief in the worth of every person and
faith in the power of love to overcome violence and injustice.

The AFSC is directed by the American Friends Service Committee
Corporation, through a Board of Directors elected by the Corporation
from among its members. The Corporation members all must be mem-
bers of the Religious Society of Friends. AFSC is staffed by Quakers
and other people of faith who share the Friends' desire for peace and
social justice. Further information is available at the AFSC web site.

Baltimore Yearly Meeting may appoint five personsto the Corporation
of the American Friends Service Committee. These persons are nomi-
nated by the Nominating Committee and appointed by the Yearly Meet-
ing, not all in one year, to serve each for three years. Those persons are
expected to participate in meetings of the Corporation, usually held in
Philadelphia.

The Middle-Atlantic Region of the AFSC works throughout New York
except the New York City area, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland,
Delaware, West Virginia,Virginia, and the District of Columbiaonis-
sues related to youth, criminal justice, economic justice, social justice
and peace building. Baltimore Yearly Meeting al so appoints one person
to serve on the Executive Committee of the Middle-Atlantic Region.
The Regional Officeislocated in Baltimore.

Friends Committee on National Legislation [See 12004-20]
Naming Committee [See 12004-20]
Youth Program Committee [12004-20]

Friends ApprovED these recommended changes.

Y2004—32 Quaker Peacemaker Scholarship Fund. Steve Keffer (Valley)
presented the report of the Quaker Peacemaker Scholarship Fund. He noted
that Eastern Mennonite University in Harrisonburg is one of the premier sitesin
theworld for training in conflict resolution and restorativejustice. The Summer
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Peacebuilding Institutes at EMU offer a powerful transforming experience and
attracts students from many areas of intense conflict around the world. 1n 2003
Valley Friends created a scholarship fund of $1200 to provide support for Quak-
ers attending the SPI. This small fund has not been able to meet the need.
Friendsare urged to tell their meetings about thiswitness by Valley Friends, and
to consider if they would be able to support it. Contributions to the scholarship
fund from throughout the Yearly Meeting would be most welcome.

Y 2004—33 Nominating Committee. Ruth Flower (Takoma Park) presented
the report of the Nominating Committee. She thanked the committee members
for their hard work, and spoke about how talking to Friends about serving the
Yearly Meeting can be agrace-filled process. She mentioned some of theissues
the committee has considered in presenting thislist of recommendations. Friends
who have questions, concerns or corrections to the list are asked to speak to
Ruth Flower or another member of the Nominating Committee. The nomina-
tionswill be brought back to this body for approval on Saturday.

Y2004—34 Lamar Matthew asked us to hold in the Light our member Sara
Satterthwaite (Friends Meeting of Washington), who will be undergoing serious
cancer surgery tomorrow morning.

Y2004—35 Criminal and Restorative Justice Committee. Joan Anderson
(Carlidle) presented the report of the Criminal and Restorative Justice Commit-
tee. The Committeeiscompiling alist of Friendswithin the Yearly Meeting who
are involved in restorative justice work. To do this, they are asking Monthly
M eetings to report the names of members who are working in this area, includ-
ing those whose ministry has been embraced by the meeting through aclearness
process, and those working on their own. The committee encouragesall Friends
engaged in restorative justice work to bring their concern to their meeting, if they
have not so, and ask for a clearness committee and meeting support. The com-
mittee isalso putting together acompilation of minutesrelating to the death pen-
alty and restorative justice adopted by our meetings. Meetings are asked to
forward copies of their minutes to the Yearly Meeting office. The Committee
called our attention to the terrible injustice of the juvenile death penalty, which
existsin only five countriesin the world: China, Pakistan, Iran, the Congo, and
the United States.

The Criminal and Restorative Committee thinks it is valuable for the
Yearly Meeting to know what work isbeing donein our Monthly M est-
ingstoimprove criminal justice, visit prisoners, worship with prisoners,
help released prisoners or abolish the death penalty. Thiswould include
work inlocal jails, prisons and youth detention facilities. We think that
most Meetings have at least afew Friends who are doing this work.

Page 66



Annual Session Minutes

Please ask your Meeting's Social Concerns Committee or Clerk to send
us this information to share with others who are interested or who are
aready doing similar work.

Criminal and Restorative Committee is also interested in any minutes
your Monthly Meeting has written concerning these matters and the
names of Friendswho have had Clearness Committees or Support Com-
mittees for this work.

For thisinformation to be of any value, we need contact information so
that Friends can communicate with others to make our work more ef-
fective.

You may send your information to Joan Anderson, 331Ernest Rd.,
Landisburg, PA 17047, or e-mail to joanwanderson@mac.com

Y 2004—36 Margaret Stambaugh read from the Spiritual State of the Meeting
report from Sandy Spring Meeting, calling attention to the need for usto rely on
divine guidance in business meeting and committee work, and to seek loving
resolution of conflicts, knowing that we are called to honor not our agendas, but
God'swill.

Y 2004—37 Working Group on Racism Among Friends. Pat Schenk (An-
napolis), Co-Clerk with Neil Froemming (Washington), of the Working Group on
Racism Among Friends, reported for the Working Group. She summarized the
accomplishments of the past year, including preparing areport on the listening
project, offering workshopsthroughout the Yearly Meeting, distributing resources,
including alist of thingsindividual European Americans can do to address rac-
ism. TheWorking Group would be glad to offer morelocal workshops, or to help
moreloca meetings plantheir own listening project. During the coming year, the
working group hopesto give more attention to working with Young Friends, and
with our retirement communities. Interested Friends are warmly invited to join
theworking group.

Y 2004—38 Rosie Whitney announced that Young Friendswill be engagedin a
mindful eating exercise during lunch and dinner tomorrow, eating in silence, and
chewing each bitefifty times. TheYFsinviteall interested Friendsto join them
inthe downstairsdining room.

Y2004—39 Ad Hoc Committee on Gender and Sexual Diversity Concerns.
Aron Teel (Charlottesville) presented the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on
Gender and Sexual Diversity Concerns. The charge of the Committee has
evolved since 1991, toinclude discernment with regard to marriage equality, and
more recently a commitment to undertake more advocacy efforts. Virginia's
recent legislation which would nullify all contracts between persons of the same
gender that might appear to confer any of the benefits of marriageis of particu-
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lar concern. Friends are asked to take back to their Meetings the sheets of
background information on this and other legidative initiative distributed at the
beginning of the session. All Friends are asked to hold in the Light whether we
arein unity in opposing such discriminatory legisation.

Y2004—40 Clerk Lamar Matthew announced that holding these sessions in
the Light today are Elizabeth DuVerlie (Baltimore, Stony Run) and Trudy Rogers
(Chester River, PYM).

Y 2004—41 Margaret Stambaugh read from the epistle of Great Plains Yearly
Meeting, expressing Friendslonging for peacein atime of war, and reminding us
all that “aharvest of righteousnessis sown in peace by those who make peace.”
(James, 3:18).

Y 2004—42 Friends United Meeting Board Representatives. Rich Liversidge
(Sandy Spring) introduced the report of the Friends United Meeting Board rep-
resentatives. He reviewed the important role BY M’s representatives to the
FUM board have played in recent years in addressing budget and financial is-
sues. They have also sought to communicate our Yearly Meeting's concerns
about gender and sexual diversity to the Board, which hefeelsistheright forum
for these discussions.

He announced that the next FUM Triennia will be held in Des Moines, lowa,
from July 13-17, 2005, with thetheme: “The Lamb Shall Overcome.” Rich and
Joan Liversidge will be offering a marriage workshop there. BYM Friends are
encouraged to attend. He also called attention to arecent decision to consolidate
thefinances of the Ramallah Friends School and the Friends Theol ogical College
in Kenyainto the FUM budget and financial statements, greatly increasing the
stated value of FUM assets.

Rich called our attention to the FUM vision statement which has been widely
distributed. He noted that this is not an approved statement, but a document
under development. Wewill still have an opportunity to propose changes, so that
thefinal versionwill morefaithfully reflect the diversity with FUM.

Howard Fullerton (Sandy Spring) spoke about the efforts over the past fiveyears
to develop aclear vision statement for FUM, and to solidify itsfinancial footing.
He urged us not to exaggerate the conflict between BYM and FUM in our own
minds, and to stay open to the possibility of reconciliation.

He reviewed the history of FUM's relationship with the Friends Hospital in
Kaimosi, Kenya, and FUM’srenewed commitment to playing amore activerole
in Kenya. He raised the question of whether we arein aposition to ask FUM to
change its hiring policies when so few BY M Friends seek to work for FUM.
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Walt Fry (West Branch), our newest representative to the FUM Board, reported
that he felt a new spirit of listening and openness on the Board in June, in re-
sponse to the presentation of our concern for equal treatment without regard to
sexual orientation. He believed that faithful and loving engagement with FUM
will bear fruit. He strongly supports the proposed intervisitation program, and
urges us to keep to the path of patience and tenderness.

Rich Liversidge reminded us that it would be arrogant to assume that we can
impose our views on FUM as awhole. Within FUM, we are only one part of a
very diverse mix. We need to attend to healing divisions and reaching for unity
within Baltimore Yearly Meeting, and carry that same tender concern and sense
of community to the unfinished task of engaging with FUM.

The meeting closed with a period of worship.

Friday, July 30, 2004, 9:30 am -12:00 noon

Y 2004—43 Friends settled into a period of open worship.

At the table were Lamar Matthew (York), Presiding Clerk, Deborah Haines
(Alexandria), Recording Clerk, Bill Carroll (Williamsburg), Reading Clerk for the
day; and Phoebe Stern (Sandy Spring Friends School), Clerk of Young Friends.

Bill Carroll read from the epistle of Monte Verde Friends Meeting in CostaRico,
celebrating the beauty of human and natural diversity as an expression of the
divine, and lifting up the ministry of nurturing the spiritua life of our children.

Clerk Lamar Matthew called theroll of our Meetings. Friendsfrom 31 Meetings
were present, with more expected over the weekend.

Y 2004—44 Eric Uberseder (Dunnings Creek), Co-Clerk with Karen
Cunnyngham (Adelphi), introduced the Friends who are leading our Youth Pro-
gram during thisweek of annual sessions. Hethanked especially Jennifer Mor-
ris (Washington), who takes pictures of Junior Yearly Meeting activitiesfor dis-
play, and has created a wonderful archive of images.

June Confer (Adelphi) introduced the staff of the morning program for the K-5
children, and spoke about the importance of bringing up our children to be afull
part of our community.

Ellen Johnson Arginteanu, State College, hursery co-coordinator
Jules Arginteanu, State College, nursery

Tori Bolton, Frederick, nursery

Mark Brabson, Little Britain, nursery

Page 69



2004 Year book

Karen Cunnyngham, Adel phi, nursery

Diane Eaby, Oxford, nursery

Melanie Gifford, Adel phi, nursery

Dorothy Habecker, State College, nursery co-coordinator
Joy Newhart, Adelphi, nursery

Carol Seddon, nursery

Elizabeth Zimmerman, nursery

June Confer, Adelphi, K/1 morning class

Susan Williams, Dunnings Creek, K/1 morning class
Eric Uberseder, Dunnings Creek, 2/3 morning class
Linda Uberseder, Oxford, 2/3 morning class

Norman Williams, Dunnings Creek, 4/5 morning class
Margo Lehman, Sandy Spring, 4/5 morning class

AnnaRain (Adelphi) introduced the staff of the afternoon program, which seeks
to provide agood mix of activity and rest.

Diane Eaby, Oxford
Susan Williams, Dunnings Creek
Linda Uberseder, Oxford

Norman Williams (Dunnings Creek) introduced the staff of the evening program,
and especially thanked the Young Friends and Junior Young Friendswho give so
much to the children.

Alessa Giampaol 0 Keener, evening program co-coordinator
Diane Eaby, Oxford

Jim Lehman, Sandy Spring

Margo Lehman, Sandy Spring

David Lewis, Dunnings Creek

Susan Vanderhoff, Baltimore Stony Run, co-coordinator

Linda Coates (Little Britian) introduced the staff of the Junior Young Friends
program, which is afull day, week long experience for middle schoolers. She
spoke about how the staff seek to integrate the Youth Program theme with the
theme of the adult Yearly Meeting.

Jim Lehman, Sandy Spring

Michael Newhart, Adelphi

David Lewis, Dunnings Creek

Phoebe Stern (Sandy Spring Friends Schooal), Clerk of Young Friends, introduced
the FAPs (Friendly Adult Presences) who have helped with the Young Friends
program this year, and thanked them for their awesome spirit.

Ted Heck, Richmond
Andrei |srael, Washington
Tom Horne, Takoma Park
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Elizabeth Trail, Maury River
Ron Akins, Bethesda
Hope Braveheart, Sandy Spring

AnnaRain expressed special thanksto Kevin Lee of New England Yearly Meet-
ing, who led the Junior Yearly Meeting retreat, and spoke of how the staff are
uplifted by the awesome energy of the children.

Youth and adults jointed together in singing the tender affirmation: “How Could
Anyone”

How could anyone ever tell you

You are anything less than beautiful ?
How could anyone ever tell you

You are less than whole?

How could anyone fail to notice

That your loving is a miracle?

How deeply you’'re connected to my soul.

© 1988 Libby Roderick Music

Thiswas followed by arousing rendition of “He/She’s Got the Whole World in
His/Her Hands” with verses celebrating the Sun and the Moon; the Black and
the White; the Christian and the Muslim; and the Silent and the Programmed.

Y 2004—45 Hope Braveheart, who joined the Yearly Meeting staff as Youth
Secretary in March, spoke of the space Baltimore Yearly Meeting creates for
the children to sit with their questions. She sees her job as being a guardian of
that sacred space, and islooking forward with joy to serving the Yearly Meeting.

Friends minuted their deep appreciation of Eric Uberseder for his years of ser-
vice to the Youth Program, and asked that the following minute be prepared for
publication:

M INUTE oF APPRECIATION FOR ERIC UBERSEDER

Eric served the Junior Yearly Meeting of BYM for 12 years. Dur-
ing that time, he not only handled a multitude of diverse details, he
also served with vision. Eric did not just full the teaching slots; he
built a staff that is a loving community. Our children have learned
about the love of a Friends' community through the love they see
shared among their teachers. In this loving atmosphere, teachers
have felt creative and patient, and have created loving classrooms
for their students. Eric has supported teachers as they teach Quaker
process, values, and spirituality, so that not only will the children
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keep wanting to return to Yearly Meeting annual sessions each
year, but they will be knowledgeable about Friends' processes as
they grow into the life of the community. The JYM staff is grateful
to Eric for years of teaching that have enriched us, our children,
and our whole Yearly Meeting.

Y2004—46 Central and Southern Africa Yearly Meeting Epistle. Bill Carroll
read from the epistle of the Central and Southern AfricaYearly Meeting held in
the mountains of Lesotho. There arefew Friendsin this part of Africa, and they
treasure their connections with the wider world of Quakerism. One “common
endeavour has been the work carried out by Bulawayo Friendsin distribution of
maize meal to hungry people in Zimbabwe from funds held in Botswana and
contributed by Friends from many countries. The epistle concludes: At times
we can feel despair when we look at our world, at how few we are and at how
powerful are the negative forces that confront the Light. Yet the sense of fel-
lowship, spiritual upliftment and sharing experiencein such agathering give us
the strength to go back into the turmoil with our tiny candle flame of love and
hope and in the words of William Penn ‘ not hideit under abucket but set it upon
atablein acandlestick.””

Y2004—47 Spiritual Sate of Baltimore Yearly Meeting. Rosalind Zuses
(Sandy Spring) and Miriam Green (Homewood), Co-Clerks of the Committeeon
Ministry and Pastoral Care, presented the report on the “ Spiritual State of Balti-
more Yearly Meeting, 2003,” drawn from the reports of all our Monthly Meet-
ings. The report lifts up the centrality of meeting for worship, the need for a
deep commitment to expectant waiting for divine guidance, our longing for com-
munity, our joy in the “vitality and moving sincerity” of our children, and the
stresses we find ourselves under from events in the larger world and conflicts
and troubles within our own meetings.

Friends proposed some changes in the paragraphs on issues of sexuality. These
will be taken under consideration by the committee. The report will be brought
back for afinal reading tomorrow.

Y 2004—48 Religious Education. Chuck Fager (State College) presented the
report of the Religious Education Committee, which has had an active and pro-
ductive year. He reminded us of the slogan written on the cakes at last night's
all-age celebration: “Sharethe Love: Teach First Day School!” Heintroduced
two new teaching resources devel oped by the committee: acurriculumfor middle
schoolers on fundamentalism devel oped by Sally King, and a study booklet for
adults on the peace testimony. Copies of both of these have been provided to all
our Mestings.
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Josh Humphries (Roanoke) described a project the committee is working on to
develop a curriculum for Young Adult Friends. The proposed units would deal
with: Finding your vocation; “Coming out of the Closet” and affirming your true
self; Convincement; Finding love; and “When bad things happen.” He noted that
most churches provide study curriculafor young adults, 18 to 35 yearsold. The
Religious Society of Friends needs to reach out more effectively to this group.

Chuck Fager invited more Friendsto join the Religious Education Committee and
help it carry forward thisimportant work.

Y2004—49 Friends United Meeting Concern. Clerk Lamar Matthew intro-
duced our discussion of the FUM/BY M concern with a gentle reminder that we
need to be careful with the truth, and with each other. Friends approved includ-
ing the factual description of what occurred at the FUM Triennial, prepared by
participants, in these minutes. Thisreport has been disseminated in avariety of
ways, but including it here will help establish afactual groundwork for ongoing
discussion.

General Secretary Frank Massey spoke briefly and movingly about hisfeding of
being led to seek work at the Ramallah Friends School, and his hurt at the way
his application washandled. He no longer feelsthat hewould be ableto work at
Ramallah, and grieves that his leading was not received with respect.

Y 2004—50 Ministry and Pastoral Care Committee. On behalf of the Minis-
try and Pastoral Care Committee, Rosalind Zuses (Sandy Spring) read the draft
epistle to Friends everywhere articulating Baltimore Yearly Meeting's distress
over the discriminatory personnel policiesin place in Friends United Meeting.
Out of deep worship, Friends voiced their support, and suggested changes in
language that would make the epistle more clear and loving. The Committeewill
take these suggestions under consideration, and bring arevised draft back to this
body tomorrow.

Rosalind Zuses directed our attention to the recommendations regarding BY M
funding of FUM prepared by the inter-committee working group. [Y2004-28]
She noted that the Advancement and Outreach Committee was al so represented
in the meeting which devel oped these recommendations and will be added to the
heading.

Sheasked for our approval of thefir st recommendation: that weretain full mem-
bership and participation in Friends United Meeting. Friends uniTep with this
recommendation.

She asked for our approval of the third recommendation: that BY M establish a
program of intervisitation, under the care of an ad hoc committee, to deepen our
relationship with FUM. Inresponseto aquestion, she explained that the purpose
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of the intervisitation program would initially not be to withess actively to our
concern, but only to build the bridges between Friends that would make such
witness possible in the future. We acreep that the ad hoc committee might be
charged with enabling both intervisitation and traveling ministry asappropriate.

TheMinistry and Pastoral Care Committee will take Friends' concernsinto con-
sideration, and bring back arevised version of thisrecommendation tomorrow.

Y 2004—51 Lamar Matthew announced that Friendsin Unity with Nature will
be collecting donations for Right Sharing of World Resources during lunch and
dinner. Friends are encouraged to give generoudly, mindful of the bounty we
enjoy.

Phoebe Stern movingly urged Friendsto giveall they canto the special collection
for the camping program, so that we can build a new cabin, and nurture more
young lives.

Saturday, July 31, 2004, 9:30 am — 12:00 noon

Y 2004—52 Friends settled into a period of worship. At the table were Lamar
Matthew (York), Presiding Clerk, Deborah Haines (Alexandria), Recording Clerk,
Leo Pickens (Annapolis), Reading Clerk for the day, and Young Friend Deana
Boyd (Stony Run).

Leo Pickensread from Psalm 91, reminding usthat those who find refugein the
Lord have nothing to fear.

Y 2004—53 Lamar Matthew brought a message about the diversity among us,
and how meeting each other face to face can heal our differences and knit us
together. He asked Walt Fry (West Branch) tolead usin singing “ Leaning on the
Everlasting Arms.”

Y2004—54 Spiritual Sate of Baltimore Yearly Meeting. Rosalind Zuses
(Sandy Spring), Co-Clerk of Ministry and Pastoral Care, thanked the Friends
who have been holding our sessionsin the Light thisweek. The Friendscarrying
this ministry today are David Ross (Nottingham), Elizabeth Zimmerman (State
College), and Betty Brody (Alexandria).

Rosalind Zuses then presented the report on the Spiritual State of Baltimore
Yearly Meeting, 2003 for afinal reading. She called attention to the paragraph
which had been changed. Friends approved the report as given here, with deep
appreciation to the Committee for itswork.
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Y2004—55 Friends United Meeting Concern/Epistle. Rosalind Zuses pre-
sented the Epistle pertaining to BY M/FUM concernsfor afinal reading. Friends
uNITED With this statement of our concern and witness.

Y2004—56 Intervistation. Rosalind Zuses presented a revised recommenda-
tion regarding the establishment of an ad hoc committee for intervisitation and
travelinginthe ministry. Friends AprproveD thisrecommendation.

We recommend that an ad hoc group for intervisitation be convened by
members of the Advancement and Outreach Committee, Ministry and
Pastoral Care Committee, and the Ad Hoc Committee on Gender and
Sexual Diversity Concerns. Thisgroup will use careful discernment as
towho thevisitors should be, and give thorough orientation of prospec-
tivevisitors. We also noted that visitors should be sent in groups of two
or three, and should be prepared to carry out repeated visits to build
ongoing relationshipswith monthly and Yearly Meeting membersof FUM.
This group will also seek to reach out to the other Yearly Meetings to
have visitors from them come to us.

Y 2004—57 Friends United Meeting Funding. Rosalind Zuses read a re-
vised recommendation regarding BY M funding of FUM:

We recommend that BY M continue to have a line item on the Budget
for the next three years of $17,400 for FUM. Each Monthly Meeting
will be asked to expressitswish to either: have its apportioned share of
the Yearly Meeting's FUM contribution sent to FUM with use of the
funds restricted to certain purposes by BY M, or have its share put into
aYearly Meeting escrow account. We recommend that option be avail-
abletoincludethelast half of the 2004 budget contribution that has not
yet been forwarded by BYM to FUM.

We recommend that Stewardship and Finance convene a group to de-
cide what restricted uses for the funds that go to FUM least support the
current policy of discrimination. We recommend that BY M determine
the disposition of the escrow funds after three years with it understood
that the funds will not necessarily go to FUM.

Out of the silence, one Friend challenged usto consider the possibility of “going
the second mile” and raising more for the work of FUM, instead of cutting our
contribution, to truly engage with the work of the Spirit among FUM Friends,
while speaking our own truth. Another Friend proposed that we engage with
FUM to find, in community, how the $17,400 in our budget might be spent cre-
atively and in a manner consistent with our beliefs. Howard Fullerton (Sandy
Spring) assured us that the FUM Finance Committee would be open to such
exploration.
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Retha M cCutcheon, General Secretary of Friends United Meeting, assured us
that Baltimore Yearly Meeting's decision to withhold Yearly Meeting fundswould
not be perceived by FUM as punitive or coercive. FUM is very clear that it
needs to reach Spirit guided decisions, not influenced by who gives the most
money. She urged us not to feel guilty about allowing our Monthly Meetings or
individual Friends make the decision about sending contributionsto FUM. She
told us that the money is not important to her; the community is. She feels that
FUM needs BY M’s participation to help balance the views of very evangelical
Friends, and enable FUM to hold to the center of avery diverse community. She
noted that establishing the new East African office, to be staffed by Kenyans,
would cost about $12,000.

Lauri Perman (State College) offered to commit to raise $17,400 between now
andfall Interim Meeting from Friendswilling to support FUM, freeing the $17,400
now in the budget for other uses.

Frank Massey added to this proposal the suggestion that the Yearly Meseting line
item might be used to match the contributions raised, up to $17,400.

Riley Robinson urged us not to stay bogged down in discussions of financing, but
tofocuson clarifying our message, and taking on the kind of leadership role Tony
Campolo urged on uslast night in bringing that message to the wider Quaker and
Christianworld.

Clerk Lamar Matthew shared his sense that we have heard creative and imagi-
native solution to our quandary of what to do with the FUM line item in our
budget. We have seen sparks that may, in time, bring light to our way. Asfor
now, we stand in shadow. We have no unity at this time on how to proceed.

Lamar asked Rosalind Zusesto take thisissue back to her committee, and work
with Stewardship and Finance to bring a more seasoned proposal to Interim
Committee.

Y2004—58 Retha McCutchen. We express our love and gratitude to Retha
McCutcheon for her tender presence among us, and for her deep sharing at
yesterday’s threshing session. We hold her in Light and love as she journeys
home.

Rosalind Zuses thanked our Young Friends, who have been holding us in the
Light today.

Y2004—59 Education Funding Resources Committee. Oliver Moles (Lan-
gley Hill) brought the report of the Education Funding Resources Committee,
and introduced the members of the committee. He will be the new Clerk of this
committee, which providesloans for BY M members attending high school and
college. He called our attention to the report distributed yesterday, and high-
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lighted some changesin the committee's procedures, including those designed to
address the problem of loans in arrears or default. The committee hopes to
make more meetings aware of the existence of this loan fund.

Y 2004—60 Peace and Social Concerns Committee. John Salzburg (Bethesda)
reported for the Peace and Social Concerns Committee. He asked if Friends
were ready to unite in the State College minute of support and encouragement
for their dear Friend Shirley Way. Friends UniTep with this minute.

M INUTE OF ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT
FOR SHIRLEY WAY

Baltimore Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
in its Meeting for Worship with a concern for Business held July 31,
2004, in Harrisonburg, Virginia, sendsits support and encouragement to
Shirley Way and her co-defendantsfor their witness on behalf of peace.
At thistime when our government has undertaken preemptive war, we
believethat taking visible actions on behal f of peaceiscritically needed.

On November 23, 2003, ten thousand peopl e participated in the annual
rally and prayerful procession at Fort Benning to urge closing of the
U.S. Army School of the Americas, renamed the Western Hemisphere
Institute for Security Cooperation (SOA/WHISC). Shirley Way was
one of 43 protestersarrested and held overnight in the Muscogee County
Jail for committing civil disobedience by “crossing the line” onto the
base. SOA/WHISC trains soldiers, officiers and even civilians from
Latin Americain counter-insurgency techniques and combat. Training
manuals released in 1996 advocate torture, extortion, execution, false
imprisonment, and the kidnapping of atarget’sfamily member. Gradu-
ates are known to commit human rights atrocities against the people of
their home countries. More than 60,000 have graduated since the
school’sinceptionin 1946. SOA Watch (www.soaw.org), the organi za-
tion that sponsorsthe annual rally, began calling for the school’s closure
in 1989, following the massacre of six Jesuit priests, their co-worker
and her daughter in San Salvador. Nineteen of the twenty-six soldiers
responsible for the murders were graduates of the School if the Ameri-
cas. In 1994, Baltimore Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of
Friends (Quakers) recorded its support for closing the SOA (Y 94-47).

The week of January 26, 2004, Shirley was among 27 defendants tried
and found guilty on trespassing charges for crossing the line at Fort
Benning in Columbus, Georgia. Of the 27 tried, fifteen, including Shirley,
received sentences for three months in federal minimum security pris-
ons, eight received six month sentences, three received one year proba-
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tion, and one received two years probation. Fines ranged from zero to
$1500. Many of the defendants delivered very moving, first-hand ac-
counts of the“work” of graduates, effectively putting the SOA/WHISC
itself ontrial. Shirley began serving her sentence in June 2004. Until
imprisoned, Shirley and her co-defendants spoke out about SOA/WHISC
and about HR 1258 which callsfor suspension of the school and inves-
tigation into its history asrecommended by Amnesty International .

Such actions provide abeacon of hopeto seekers of peace everywhere.
Shirley, we wish to let you and your co-defendants know that we are
deeply touched by, and grateful for, your courage and faith, both in com-
mitting your acts of civil disobedience and in accepting and facing your
sentence. We will be holding you in the Light as you move forward in
your commitment to the cause of peace.

Shirley is the daughter of Foxdale residents Mary and Roger Way of
State College Friends Meeting and Baltimore Yearly Meeting; shelives
and works in upstate New York and is a member of Central Finger
Lakes Monthly Meeting of New York Yearly Meeting of the Religious
Society of Friends (Quakers).

Shirley’saddressin prisonis. Shirley Way, #92107-020 Danbury FCI, 33%2 Pem-
broke St., Rt. 37, Danbury, CT 06811. Type or handwrite the return address
since sometimes the prison removes return address labels making it impossible
for the prisoner to reply. www.soaw.org makes it possible to send a message to
all co-defendantsif Friendswould liketo write other group or individua letters of
support and encouragement.

Y2004—61 Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Minute. He asked if Friends could
unite with the draft minute on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, prepared by the
Peace and Social Concerns committee. He noted that copies of this minute will
be forwarded to members of Congress, and the presidential candidates. Friends
suggested that copies should also be sent to organizations concerned with this
issue, and that individual Friends should forward it to their congressional repre-
sentatives.

The Peace and Social Concerns committee was asked to prepare a suggested
distribution list in advance when bringing such minutesin thefuture. One edito-
rial change was proposed. Friends UniTep with this minute.

M INUTE ON THE | SRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT

As Quakers (members of the Religious Society of Friends), we have
had a long association with and concern for Palestine and a peaceful
and just resolution of the l sragli-Palestinian conflict. Following the exo-
dus of Palestinian refugees from what became Israel, the United Na-
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tions asked the American Friends Service Committeeto provide shelter,
food, and medical care for the refugeesin Gaza. AFSC continues to
seek ways of promoting a peaceful and just resol ution of the Pal estinian
conflict. In Ramallah, West Bank, Friends School, under the care of
Friends United Meeting, provides quality education and respect for
Quaker principlesof non-violence. Our Yearly Meeting supportsasmall
Quaker meeting in Ramallah, which promotes a peaceful resolution of
the conflict.

As Quakers, we do not believe peace is achieved through war and
military occupation. We are thus dismayed that the United States con-
tinuesto providebillions of dollarseach year to Israel for military arma-
ments. These arms, in significant part, are used to maintain military
occupation of the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and Gaza. The struc-
tural violence of occupation includes continued encroachment of Jew-
ish settlementsin contravention of the Geneva Conventionson the Laws
of War, erection of the wall in the West Bank separating villages from
farmsand dividing communities, collective formsof punishment as ex-
emplified in check points, curfews and roadbl ocks seriously retarding or
halting communication, education, commerce and health carewithin and
between Pal estinian communities, destruction of homesand olive groves,
and targeted assassinations resulting in death and injury of innocent
civilians.

All of these actions have taken aterrible toll on Palestinians such that
according to arecent World Bank report nearly half of Palestinianslive
below the poverty line. The United States Agency for International
Development has reported a serious case of malnutrition of Palestinian
children because of the occupation.

Ending the occupation of the West Bank, Gaza, and East Jerusalem
would be moreeffectivein providing security to | sragl than all the check-
points and walls combined. We are appalled at the recent adoption by
the House of Representatives of H. Res. 713, which deplored the re-
cent Advisory Opinionissued by the International Court of Justiceruling
that the wall being erected in the West Bank isin violation of interna-
tional law. The House resolution under estimates the disastrous effects
of the wall on the lives of the Palestinian people. We also deplore
Senate Resol ution 408, which condemnsthe ICJ decision, and hopethe
Senate will not adopt thisresolution.
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As Quakers, we reject violence of any kind, by state or non-state ac-
tors. We do not condone violent resistance to the occupation by Pales-
tinians. That some young Palestinians are willing to sacrifice lives as
suicide bombers represents the ultimate in desperation and despair.

We are aware that many of the current Israeli practices are influenced
in part by the fear for their own survival caused by repeated acts of
violence committed against Israglisin the West Bank and Gaza. Itisin
the nature of acts of violence, even in the pursuit of justice, that they
result in still more injustice. We urge those struggling for justice to
adhereto the principles of nonviolencein that struggle.

|srael’ smaltreatment of the Pal estinianswith massive aid from the United
States of America fuels the fire of Muslim resentment, which |eads
some to acts of terror against the United States.

The Batimore Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends urge
Congress to condition any further assistance to Israel on Israel ending
its occupation of lands belonging to Palestinians. We call on Congress
to support I sraeli and Palestinian effortsto bring about ajust settlement
to the conflict. We also urge Congressto increasethe U.S. contribution
to UNRWA given the desperate needs of the Palestinian people.

Clerk Lamar Matthew noted that all committees are asked to make their printed
materials available the day before they will be brought up for consideration, to
give Friends adequate time to study them.

John Salzburg reported on the Ramallah M eeting House restoration project, which
is nearing completion. There will soon be a community center and peace pro-
gram housed in the newly renovated building. John thanked the Baltimore Yearly
Meeting staff, and the many Friendsin the Yearly Meeting who have contributed
funds and supported the project in other ways. The Ramallah Meeting Houseis
truly an affirmation of life and peace in the midst of death and destruction.

Y2004—62 World Gathering of Young Friends. Rachel Stacy (Gunpowder)
reported on the World Gathering of Young Friends, to be held at Lancaster Uni-
versity in England in the summer of 2005. Rachel servesonthenational planning
committee. She spoke of thelong history of such gatherings, beginning with the
Manchester Conference of 1895, and shared her vision of a revived Quaker
youth movement around the world. She asked us al to carry thisvision back to
our meetings, and help raise the funds needed to pay for Young Friends from
devel oping countriesto attend, so that thisWorld Gathering will truly represent
the Quaker world. Baltimore Yearly M eeting has been asked to nametwo Young
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Adult Friends as representatives to the World Gathering. Those interested in
carrying this project forward are encouraged to talk to Rachel to see how they
might help.

Y 2004—63 Naming Committee. Sheila Bach (Langley Hill) reported for the
Naming Committee. This committee brings forward the following names of
Friendsto serve on the Search Committee: Inthe Class of 2005, Janet Eaby (04)
(Nottingham); and in the Class of 2007, Helena Caobban (04) (Charlottesville);
and David Hines (04) (Richmond).

Y2004—64 Search Committee. Ann Marie Moriarty (Adelphi) reported for
the Search Committee. Thiscommittee bringsforward the name of John Mason
(Alexandria) to serve on the Nominating Committee, Class of 2007.

Y2004—65 Nominating Committee. Ruth Flower (Takoma Park) presented
the report of the Nominating Committee for a second reading. She noted that
the request for an extension of term limitsin two instances has been withdrawn.
She noted that several additional hames are being brought forward at this time
for afirst reading. Theseinclude, in addition to thoselisted on the printed sheet:
Carol Moragus (Maury River) for the Religious Education Committee; Chuck
Fager (State College) for the Peace and Socia Concerns Committee; and Ann
Martyn (Floyd) and Dave Lewis (Dunnings Creek) for the Friends General Con-
ference Central Committee.

Friends aprroveD the date of nominations brought back for a second reading.
The names brought forward today for the first time will be brought back tomor-
row for a second reading.

Y 2004—66 Lamar Matthew thanked Jason Eaby (Nottingham) for his skillful
management of the sound system, which has made it possible for us al to hear
each other during these sessions. He asked us to reconvene at 1:15 for a brief
session to consider the remaining items on this morning's agenda.

Saturday, July 31, 2004, 1:15 — 2:00 pm

Y 2004—67 Friends gathered and settled into worship.

Leo Pickens (Annapolis) read from Romans 14:1-4, reminding us to be tender
with each other, and to trust each one to learn from God in his or her own way.

Y 2004—68 Sewardship and Finance Committee. Marion Ballard (Bethesda),
Clerk of the Stewardship and Finance Committee, presented the budget for a
second reading. She recognized the members of the Committee, and thanked
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them for their hard work. She spoke about all the progress that has been made
during the past six yearsin planning for the future, and attending to our financial
foundations.

She reviewed changes made in the budget since the first reading. The commit-
tee is projecting an additional $6,000 in income from individual contributions,
primarily in support of theintervisitation project. Thelineitemfor intervisitation
has been raised from $1000 to $7000, balancing the projected increase in in-
come. The budget for Friends in Unity with Nature has been restored to $700
from $500, balanced by areduction in the contingency fund. The contribution to
Friends General Conference has been raised from $29,600 to $31,000. The
committee recommends that the $17,400 now designated for Friends United
Meeting be renamed as “undesignated”. Marion also noted that adjustments
have been made in the camping budget to abide by restrictions on the use of the
Barry Morley scholarship fund.

Friends AprproveD the budget as amended.
Friends ArprovEeD the proposed schedul e of apportionments.

Marion asked if Friendscould unitewith aminute stating that the Yearly Meeting
will respect the wishes of those Monthly Meetings which have asked that their
portion of the 2004 budget allocation to FUM not be forwarded to FUM. The
Clerk asked that this decision bereferred to Interim Meeting. The Meetingswill
be sent aletter explaining that Interim Meeting will decidein October whether to
honor requests received from Monthly M eetings wishing to havetheir portion of
the 2004 contribution withheld. If the Yearly Meeting agrees to honor such
reguests, Monthly Meetingswould have to make their wishesknown by Decem-
ber 1, 2004.

Y2004—69 David Hunter (Frederick) reported that $7,940 has been raised so
far toward building anew cabin for our camping program. All Friends are urged
to help us reach our goal of $15,000 by the end of these sessions.

Y2004—70 Faith and Practice Revision Committee. Sheila Bach (Langley
Hill) reported for the Faith and Practice Revision Committee. The committeeis
thrilled to be welcoming several new committee members. Friendsare asked to
take the four draft pages of advices and queries back to their Monthly Meetings,
and create occasions within the meeting to consider them carefully. Meeting
responses, concerns, and suggestions should be forwarded to Sheila Bach.

Y2004—71 Yearly Meeting Epistle. Justin Connor (Washington) reported for
the Epistle Committee. He thanked the members of the committee, who have
given careful attention to their work, and thanked Clerk Lamar Matthew and
incoming Clerk Lauri Perman for their support. He read the draft epistle, ad-
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dressing our proceedings so far. Friendswho have concerns should share them
with the Epistle Committee, which will be meeting over supper this evening to
completeitswork.

The session closed with a period of worship.

First Day, August 1, 2004, 9:00 — 10:30 am

Y 2004—72 Friends gathered and settled into worship.

At the table were Lamar Matthew (York), Presiding Clerk, Deborah Haines
(Alexandria), Recording Clerk, and Lauri Perman (State College), Reading Clerk
for the day, and incoming Presiding Clerk.

Lauri Perman read the 23" Psalm. God has surely been with us thisweek, even
when the way seemed hard, and goodness and mercy have overflowed.

Clerk Lamar Matthew thanked Friends for their care and support as he steps
down as Presiding Clerk.

Y2004—73 Margaret Stambaugh (Gettysburg) brought forward a minute of
appreciation for Lamar Matthew, who hastravel ed tirelessly and ministered ten-
derly and prayerfully to us during his six years as Presiding Clerk.

M INUTE OoF APPRECIATION FOR LAMAR M ATTHEW

Baltimore Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, in
session at James Madison University, Harrisonburg, Virginia,
July27 through Augustlst, 2004 records its very deep appreciation
for the prayerful, spirit-led Clerking of Lamar Matthew, Presiding
Clerk of Yearly Meeting during the years 1998-2004.

Lamar has traveled extensively throughout Baltimore Yearly Meet-
ing. He has visited most of the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings to
worship with Friends and to share his vast knowledge of Quaker
history. There is no count of the committee meetings he has attended
or the miles that he has traveled, stopping of course, “ only for
graveyards’. At Yearly Meeting sessions he has led workshops on
subjects as diverse as the Psalms and Quaker burial grounds.

During his six years as Clerk, Lamar has been active in Friends
General Conference Gatherings. He has attended two Friends
United Meeting Triennials. The first was hosted by Baltimore Yearly
Meeting in Williamsburg, Virginia, and the second took place in
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Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa. He was part of a pastoral visit to Friends
in Ramallah, and visited at the Friends school there. He later shared
this experience with many Friends throughout the Yearly Meeting.

Lamar has led the Yearly Meeting through some difficult years,
starting with Virginia Half-Year’s minute in 1999 on same sex mar-
riage, to our ongoing discussion with Friends United Meeting on
their exclusionary Saff and volunteer policies regarding gay and
lesbian Friends. His quiet listening and waiting for Way to open is
well known to all.

Lamar has written the queries for annual sessions, which helped
unify the worship sharing and Meeting for Worship with a concern
for Business. His quiet prayerful presence has helped all of us dis-
cern God's will. His gift of words in preparing the closing minute at
the end of every Yearly Meeting brought our experiences of the
week to a fitting close.

He has carried out his duties with grace and humor...and with co-
ordinated fashion statements. He has been organized and has lis-
tened for the leading of the Spirit. He is one we love and one we
will continue to hold in the Light.

Thank you, dear Friend, and may you always have an angel at
your side.

Friends joined in singing “Ode to Lamar Matthew” led by the Quaker Regime
Change Gospel Choir.

Ope To LAMAR M ATTHEW
In the State of Pennsylvaniaon alittletiny farm
Was aboy who grew to manhood filled with spirit, grace, and charm.
Nurtured by the scriptures that his mother spoke with glee.
Hislight still shinesfor me.

Chorus: Thank thee kindly Friend Lamar (3X)
Thy light still shinesfor me.

As a carpenter and a barber with alove of history

He's known to stop at burial grounds wherever he may be.

He's always singing shape note hymns, he loves those harmonies.
Hislight still shinesfor me.

He clerked our Yearly Meeting with good order and finesse,
Shepherding the business with a centered gentleness,
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And we're often led to smile at the manner of his dress,
Hislight still shinesfor me.

Lamar stepped forth to serve within the wider Quaker world.
Cam and steadfast in hisfaith, although contention swirled.
Heinspires every one of uswith true integrity,

Hislight still shinesfor me.

Miriam Green presented Lamar Matthew with a photograph as a memento of
his service, and abook in which Friends have written messagesto him thisweek.

Y2004—74 Lamar Matthew read a message to Friends:
My Dear Friends:

It's been six years since you have called me before you as your Clerk.
We have done some wandering in that time. We've sent our tents at
Chambersburg, Ashland, and now here, at Harrisonburg.

Like the Hebrew children, we have been showered with manna—holy
refreshment—along our journey. | must admit, | have never felt big
enough for the task of guiding this band of God'’s children. It has been
you my Friendswho have carried me, pushing aside the bramblesaong
those rough and rocky paths. Your prayers have made possible safe
passage as we stepped through thorny issues. | am grateful for your
tender mercy on your feeble servant.

Every Clerk should have arow of blessed crones, and | have had mine.
They have been my mother, my sisters, my guiding lights. | am ever
grateful for their steadfast love and care. Thank you Friends.

We are al strengthened by those who sit next to us, and | have been
blessed with two able and el oquent Recording Clerks. Their clear words
have been music to my weary ears.

Y 2004—75 Nominating Committee. Ruth Flower (Takoma Park) reported
for the Nominating Committee. Friends aprroveD the names brought forward
for a second reading:

Ruth Flower presented two names for afirst reading, as follows:

Advancement and Outreach
Deborah Haines (Alexandria)

Education Funding Resources
J.E. McNeil (Washington)

These will be brought to Interim Meeting for approval.
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Ruth Flower announced that the Nominating Committee has developed a pro-
cess for naming Young Adult Friends to attend the World Gathering of Young
Friendsin England next summer. Baltimore Yearly Meeting will have two offi-
cial representatives, and may send more. Travel fundsmay beavailable. Friends
are asked to consider whether there are any young adults in their meetings who
might be called to this service.

Ruth read the names being brought forward of Friendsto serve on the Baltimore
Yearly Meeting del egation to the FUM Triennial in 2005.

Howard Fullerton (Sandy Spring)

Rich Liversedge (Sandy Spring)

Walter Fry (West Branch)

Ron Akins (Bethesda)

Lamar Matthew (York)

Betsy Meyer (Sandy Spring)

Lauri Perman (State College)

Marcy Seitel (Adelphi)

Susan Vanderhoff (Baltimore, stony Run)
Rosalind Zuses (Sandy Spring)

Alternates:
Ken Stockbridge (Patapsco)

These names will come before Interim Committee in October for approval.
Howard Fullerton reminded us that we will need to be prepared to name one
of these delegatesto the Triennial Nominating Committee, and another to the
New Business Committee.

Y2004—76 Search Committee. Ann Marie Moriarty (Adelphi) reported for

the Search Committee. Friends approved the name of John Mason (Alexandria)
to serve on the Nominating Committee, class of 2007.

Y 2004—77 Naming Committee. Sheila Bach (Langley Hill) reported for the
Naming Committee. Friends approved the following names of Friendsto serve
on the Search Committee:

Classof 2005: Janet Eaby (04) Nottingham

Classof 2007: HelenaCobban (04) Charlottesville
David Hines (04) Richmond
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Y 2004—78 Howard Zuses (Sandy Spring) reported on the cabin building project.
We have raised $10,800 so far. Friends are encouraged to pledge the remainder
over lunch, remembering that a cabin without a roof might not shelter campers
adequately, and would certainly not passthe health inspection.

Y2004—79 Yearly Meeting Epistle. Clerk Lamar Matthew thanked Justin
Connor (FMW), Elizabeth DuVerlie (Stony Run), and Kathryn Smith (Maury
River) for their faithful service on thisyear’s Epistle Committee. Justin Connor
and Elizabeth DuVerlieread the draft epistle. Friends asked that aclosing para-
graph be added thanking Lamar Matthews for his years of service as Clerk.
Friends aprroveD the Epistle with this addition, with adeep sense of gratitude.

Y2004—80 Young Friends Epistle. Linnea Meyer (Stony Run) and Analee
Flower Horne (Sandy Spring and Takoma Park) read the Young Friends Epistle,
recounting asa“madlib” their adventures during thispast year. Friendsreceived
their epistle with thanks.

Y2004—81 Junior Young Friends Epistle. Callan Rain (Adelphi) read the
epistle of the Junior Young Friends, who had a wonderful week here at our
annual sessions. We received their epistle with gratitude.

Y2004—82 Program Committee. Liz Hofmeister (Bethesda) reported that
the Annua Session will be held here at James Madison University next year,
from July 25-31, 2005. [Editor's Note: Changed to August 1-7, 2005 after the
Session.]

Dave Greene reported for the Bookstore that receipts were down dlightly from
last year, but expenditures per attender increased by ten cents, to $23.14 apiece.

Y2004—83 Rebecca Rawls (Langley Hill) presented the Registrar’s report.
[See Program Committee Report]

Y 2004—84 Friends expressed their thanks to Norman Williams for the beauti-
ful gladiolas that have graced the dining room. We expressed our warm appre-
ciation to the cafeteria and conference staff, and to our own Yearly Mesting
staff who have kept these sessions running smoothly.

Y 2004—85 SheilaBach (Langley Hill) reminded Friendsto carry back to their
Meetings a copy of the booklet on Meeting facilities, and the compilation of
Meeting minutes prepared by the Ad Hoc Committee on Gender and Sexual
Diversity Concerns.

Frank Massey, General Secretary, reminded us that the next Interim Meeting
will be held at Goose Creek Meeting on October 30, 2004.

Y2004—86 Closing Minute. Lamar Matthew read the Clerk’s closing minute:
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Dear Friends;

We have had difficult business before us this annual session, and like
the helpless soul by the pool of healing water, we still lay waiting for the
means of healing grace to be visited upon us. At times we saw the
waters shimmer and beginto ripple. We struggled forward only to have
onhe precious concern step in the way of another. And so here we lay
expiring, abreath’slength from truth and understanding.

Our salvation is our trust in the Light that heals and brightens every
heart. We long for that joyous day when we will take up our mats and
walk, hand in hand, with the Spirit. Aswetravel home, let usholdin our
hearts the query that Jesus posed to the man at Bethesda: “Wouldst
thou be made whole?’

Peace and love as you journey back to friends and loved ones.

Lamar then sang for us the shape note hymn “Christian’s Farewell”
from The Sacred Harp:

Brethren, farewell; | doyoutell,

I’m sorry to leave, | love you so well.

Now | must go, where | don’t know,

Wherever Christ leads me The trumpet to blow.
Here | have worked, |abored awhile,

But labor is sweet if Jesus doth smile.

When | am done, | will go home

Where Jesus is smiling and bids me to come.

Y 2004—87 Friends settled into a deep period of worship.

Respectfully submitted,
Deborah Haines, Recording Clerk
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